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EDITORIAL 


What Is The Essence 
Of The Faith? 


One sometimes wonders how a minister can 
deny the objectivity, the historicity, and the cor- 
poreality of that Resurrection and yet maintain 
that he holds to the essence of the Faith. Plainly, 
he is not using the Bible as his standard for de- 
termining what is of the esse of Christian Faith. 
Probably he is more or less influenced by idealistic 
philosophy and is reading his Christianity in terms 
of Platonism. Plato held that history was of no 
importance since it all seemed to be a changing 
flux, that only the ideas were the eternal essence 
of the universe. This depreciation of history is 
the heritage of the whole idealistic tradition. Stand- 
ing on the basis of Absolute Idealism, Ernst Troel- 
sch writes: “Dogmatics has the task of setting forth 
the Christian faith in God, or in other words the 
ideas involved in essential Christianity, and this in 
complete independence without the least admixture 
of historical elements. It expounds our faith in 
God as something that has reality in present ex- 
perience and renews itself with each individual in 
the experience of redemption. It is made up of 
purely present-day convictions.” 


For Troelsch God is the world and this whole 
manifests ‘itself’ in the consciousness of every 
man without any necessary reference to Jesus 
Christ. God’s revelation is thus turned into an 
interior experience of man. Revelation becomes 
simply the religious name for human discovery, 
the upthrust of the human spirit. God is only 
known as the imminent cause of human religious 
thoughts or experiences. The transcendence of 
God is gone and Christian theology is dissolved in 
the general philosophy of religion. 


Now the minister who holds that the Resurrec- 
tion of Christ is merely a sugjective idea, a univer- 
sal idea and not an objective event, not a historical 
fact, not actual raising of His body must have an 
idealistic world and life pattern something like 
that of Troelsch. Walter Lowrie says that the 
reason so many people leave our evangelical 
churches for Christian Science is that their pastors 
have taken them three-fourths of the way toward 
idealism and so have made the other fourth—the 


step to Christian Science—logical, natural, and 
easy. 


The fundamental error of idealism is in not 
recognizing that man is a fallen and a guilty 
sinner. Idealism may be a good religion for sin- 
less angels, but general truths can only spell the 
eternal doom of sinners such as we are. We-need 
Divine intervention—we need God to become man 
and do something—to do enough—to save us from 
the just punishment due for our sins. And thus 
the Christian religion must have not merely general 
truths, but definite events at its very heart and 
essence. We are saved by God’s becoming man 
for us men and for our salvation, by Christ dying 
for our sins according to the Scriptures, by His 
rising again for our justification, by His ascending 
- the right hand of the Father, by His intercession. 
or us. | 


In his recent study on the Trinity, Canon Leo- 
nard Hodgson, recognizes that, ‘‘The revelation of 
God is given in deeds.’’ The biblical record of 
these events is central to the Christian faith and 
the key to unlock all the mysteries of being. A 
series of events composing a historical series about 
as that series is summarized in the Apostles’ Creed, 
is the key feature of a truly Christian philosophy. 
There is not space to evaluate other aspects of 
Hodgson’s book, but it is well to call attention to 
this healthy sign of a turn from abstract principles 
to the concrete events of the birth, life, death, 
and Resurrection of Jesus Christ by which God 
acted to rescue the world from sin and eternal woe. 


Instead of taking the Platonic position that his- 
tory is valueless flux and only the eternal ideas 
count, let us come to the Bible and evaluation of 
both principles and events. In so doing we find 
that it is the Father’s good pleasure that in all things 
Christ should have the preeminence. His Incarna- 
tion is the focal center of all history and life. 
His death is the expiation of our sins, His resur- — 
rection is our justification, His intercession secures 
for us the grace of repentance, His return is our 
hope of glory. —Wm. C. R. 


“The Power Thereof” 


“We have become so steeped in forms and li- 
turgies and the ceremonies of worship that we 
have lost appeal to and contact with the masses.” 
This statement was recently made by a clergyman 
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of the Church of England to a visiting American 
evangelist. 


We hear a good deal about “aids to worship’’ in 
these days but we should never lose sight of the 
fact that the greatest aid to worship is a clear 
Seriptural presentation of the One to be _ wor- 
shiped. 


It is stated that man is incurably religious, but 
it is also a fact that man is woefully prone to 
worship man-made gods and methods. 


Paul warns against the time when men will 
have a “form of godliness, but deny the power 
thereof.”’ Certainly we have many motions of re- 
ligious activity today, even Christian activity; 
often at feverish height. 7 


What we all need to learn again and again is 
the simple fact that the one source of spiritual 
power is in the risen Christ and the way He has 
given us in His Word. This is supernatural in 
origin and in application. No finite mind can 
understand it. Our privilege—and our duty— is to 
accept this supernatural gift of the new birth and 
day by day live in the power which He gives. 


Education, organization; these and other thing's 
are meaningless, even a hindrance, unless we re- 
ceive into our own hearts, by faith, the Lord Jesus 
Christ of the Scriptures. Then and then only will 
our lives show forth true godliness and spiritual 
power. —L.N.B. 


‘True Christian 
Righteousness 


According to Martin Luther, true Christian right- 
eousness i sthe theme of the Episle to the Galatians. 
eousness is the thehe of the Epistle to the Galatians. 
And Luther has a right to be heard on his favorite 
Epistle. In his struggles to restore the Gospel, 
Luther found Galatians his great armory. So con- 
tinually did he devote himself to this mighty letter 
that he named Galatians his Catherine von Bora— 
the name of his wife. At the beginning of Luther’s 
vreat commentary there is a five page summary 
of the argument of the Apostle. According to the 
argument the Epistle sets forth: 


I. The righteousness of faith or Christian Right- 


-eousness in distinction from the righteousness of 
_ the Pharisees, the Papists, or the Turks. This is 


a righteousness concerned with faith, grace, and 
the forgiveness of sins. “St. Paul, therefore, in 
this Epistle goeth diligently to comfort us, to hold 
us in this most Christian and excellent righteous- 
ness of the law and Christian righteousness there 
is no mean.” “Christ apprehended by faith, and 
dwelling in the heart, is the true Christian right- 
eousness, for which God counteth us righteous and 
giveth us eternal life.’’ While the Romanists set 
forth charity or love as the form of faith which 
gives quality and beauty to the heart—we set forth 
Christ as the form, the beauty, the quality, the 
righteousness of faith. ‘“A Christian is not he 
which hath no sin but he to whom God imputeth 
not his sin through faith in Christ.’’ 


II. This is a pure passive righteousness in dis- 
tinction from an active righteousness which we 
make for ourselves in the family or in the state. 
“For in this we work nothing, we render nothing 
unto God, but only we receive and suffer (permit) 
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another to work in us, that is to say God. There- 
fore, it seemeth good unto me to call this right- 
eousness of faith or Christian righteousness.” “Thus 
I abandon myself from all active righteousness, 
both of mine own and of God’s law, and embrace 
only that passive righteousness, which is the right- 
eousness of mercy, grace and the forgiveness of 
sins. Briefly, I rest only upon that righteousness 
which is the righteousness of Christ and the Holy 
Ghost.” ‘“‘Wherefore I do admonish you, especially 
such as shall become instructors and guides of 
consciences, and also every one apart, that ye 
exercise yourselves continually by study, by read- 
ing, by meditation of the word and by prayer, that 
in the time of temptation ye may be able to instruct 
and comfort both your own consciences and others, 
and bring them from law to grace, from actvie 
and working righteousness to the passive and re- 
ceived righteousness—from Moses to Christ.”’ 


III. Finally, this is an eternal or a Heavenly 
Righteousness in distinction from all forms of 
earthly righteousness. These earthly righteous- 
nesses are proper in their place and indeed the 
heavenly righteousness is a boon and a blessing to 
every form of true and proper earthly righteous- 
ness. ‘When I have this (heavenly) righteousness 
reigning in my heart, I descend from heaven as 


the rain maketh fruitful the earth; that is to say 


I come forth into another kingdom, and I do good — 
works how and whensoever occasion offereth.”’ 


“For this is perfect righteousness, to do nothing, 
to hear nothing, to know nothing of the law or of 
works; but to know and to believe this only, that 
Christ is gone to the Father, and is not now seen; 
that He sitteth in heaven at the right hand of the 
Father, not as a judge, but unto us of God, wisdom, 
righteousness, holiness and redemption; briefly, 
that he is our high-priest entreating for us and re- 
demption; briefly, that He is our high-priest en- 
treating for us and reigning over us, and in us by 
grace.’’ ‘Like as the earth labour and travail en- 
gendereth not rain, nor is able by her own strength, 
to produce the same, but receiveth it as the mere 
gift of God from above; so this heavenly righteous- 
ness is given us of God without our works or de- 
servings.” The Christian’s righteousness is a 
righteousness that has been accepted as true, valid, 
sufficient for these nineteen hundred years. It is 
established in heaven—for our righteousness is 
Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today, mn cn 

—Wm. C. 


The Infallible Word 


As has been stated in the pages of the Journal 
again and again—the great issue facing the Church 
today is the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures. 


God has given us a revelation, a Book which is 


entirely trustworthy. A book inspired and direct- 


ed by the Holy Spirit so that various writers, writ- 
ing over the centuries, produced a perfect whole, 
accurate in detail and presenting God’s plan of 
the ages. The one Book where we have accurate 
statements of origins and also of destinies. 


In recent years liberal theologians have become 
more and more open in their attacks on various 
portions of the Word. In increasing numbers men 
holding a low view of inspiration have been called 
to Bible chairs in Church schools and Colleges and 
Seminaries of America. This is inevitably having 
a serious effect on the spiritual life of the Church, 
dampening evangelistic fervor, lowering the moral 
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and spiritual tone of the nation. Social reform be- 
comes the goal, rather than redemption of the in- 
dividual soul, in the programme of many. 


Recently a concerned parent, speaking of her 
son’s experience in a Bible course at a Church 
College said, “‘He loved Dr. ’s classes. But 
—He does not love his Bible.’’ 


In the light of the tragic trend today it is re- 
freshing, encouraging, and significant, to have a 
book produced on the Infallible Word by a group of 
Christian scholars. The faculty of Westminster 


Theological Seminary in Philadelphia is to be con- © 


gratulated and commended for this book. We 
would encourage students, particularly those in 
Theological Seminaries to secure this book for 
themselves. This Journal will take steps to secure 
“The Infallible Word” at a substantially reduced 
rate for all who will write us. —L.N.B. 


“What Is That In Thine Hand?” 
(Exodus 4:2) 


We are so amazed at the greatness of Moses 
that we almost forget the rod in his hand. And 
yet that rod is almost a part of the man. With it 


in his hand he goes to Egypt and there his rod and 


Aaron’s rod have a large share in the battle of. 
Egypt. He stretches his rod over the Red Sea and 
it divides for Israel to pass over; he smites the 
rock and water to quench the thirst of the people 
gushes forth; he holds it up and Amalek is de- 
feated. It is a symbol of power—the Almighty 
power of God. The rod of Moses—the shepherd’s 
rod—becomes ‘“‘the rod of God.”’ 


Moses is not the only person in the Bible who 
had something in his hand that God could use. 
Moses’ mother had a boy, and she trained the 
“goodly child’’ for the Lord. Hannah, too, had a 
boy. With what loving hands she dressed him and 
loaned him to the Lord. David had a sling and a 
harp; he could use them both very skillfully. 
Shamgar had only an ox-goad, but with it he slew 
600 Philistines. The widow in Elijah’s time had 
but a handful of meal and a little oil; the great 
woman of Shunem had more—a room in her house 
fitted with a bed, a table, and candle, but it be- 
came “‘the prophet’s chamber.’”’ Matthew had a tax- 
collector’s pen; it became God’s pen. Peter owned 
a fishing boat; it became the most famous pulpit 
in the world. Mary had a box of very precious 
ointment; when broken, its odor has filled the 
world. The little boy gave his lunch to Jesus, and 
5,000 hungry men were fed. The man in Bethpage 
owned a colt and on it the King rode into the holy 
city; another, a large upper room, and in it the 
greatest of suppers was eaten. The widow who 
gave her two pence, gave more than all the others. 
Joseph had a tomb, made for himself, but he loan- 
ed it to Christ. We wonder if he later used it for 
himself! Doreas had her needle; Paul, a needle and 
an education; both were used for the glory of God. 


What made these simple, ordinary possessions so 
mighty for the advancement of God’s Kingdom? 


Not the things themselves. There were many 
mothers in Israel who had goodly children, but 
only Jochabed and Hannah seemed to have trained 
them so well. Moses’ rod, Shamgar’s ox-goad, Da- 
vid’s sling and harp, were not unlike the other 
rods, ox-goads, slings and harps of that time. The 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Jun. 15, 1946 


same is true of the long list of the various ‘“‘things”’ 
which these people possessed. 


Not so much in the men and women who owned 


them. We all know that gifted, talented, hard- 
working people can do marvellous deeds. with 
meager equipment—a Wilkie, the artist, only a 


barn door and a burnt stick; a Paganini but one ~ 


string on his violin. But these men were doing 
things in the eyes of the world. 


The ones we have mentioned did great things 
for God. Why, and how? Because they were will- 
ing to let God have and use what they had in their 
hands. In other words, Moses’ rod became God’s 
rod; Peter’s fishing-boat, the Great Teacher’s boat; 
* needle and intellect were devoted to his 

aster. 


What do we have? We are all stewards of the 
manifold grace of God. All of us surely have some- 
thing in our hands. 


Kept in our hands it may startle and amaze the 
world and our fellowmen, if we are geniuses. But 
unless we turn it over to Him He cannot use it 
for His glory, or the advancement of His cause 
and the chances .are that it will amount to noth- 
ing even in the eyes of the world. Our rods must 
become His rods; our farms, His farms; our busi- 
ness, His business; our boy and home, His boy 
“99m His home; our brains, His brains; our talents, 

is. 


Are we willing to open the door and let Him 


take charge? —).K.P. 
“Can These Bones LiveP” 
(Ezekiel 37:3) 


So God asked the preacher, and the preacher 
rather hopelessly answered: “QO Lord, Thou 
knowest.”’ 


Can a dead nation live? So dead that all breath 
is gone, all flesh decayed, even the bones very 
dry. Let Israel answer that question—the Israel 
that God brought from captivity and the grave. 


Can a dead church live? So dead that its bones 
bleach and rattle. Let the Reformation and the 
Great Awakening answer as the church arose from 


her grave. 


Can dead people live? Let the saints around the 
throne reply as they sing the praises of Him Who 
loosed them from their sins, for every sinner is 
dead until quickened by His Spirit, and the bodies 
of those who sleep in Him shall hear His voice and 
come forth. “I am the resurrection and the life: 
he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet 


shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth 


in’ Me shall never die. Believeth thou this?’’ 


Do we really believe it as we preach and pray? 
As we look out, not upon a valley of dry bones, 
but upon a world of dry bones, will it not help us 
to get a few lessons from the well-known vision of 
the Old Testament prophet? 


1. Let us not try to hide our faces from the 
vision, or fool ourselves into believing it not true 


of our times. Let us face the facts. The bones are — 
there; they are many; and they are very dry. 
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Dead men are trying to revive a dead world; and 
sadder still, a dead church is often trying to help. 
All that these dead men and a dead church can do 
is to bury the bones—the church may do a little 
more—it may preach a funeral sermon. A form of 
godliness without the power will never reach dead 
bones; God alone can raise them. 


2. Let us see what caused these bones to live. 
Man had a part; God had a part, in this great 
resurrection scene. 


What was the prophet’s part? “Prophesy upon 
these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, 
hear the word of the Lord.” It takes more than 
man-made philosophy to revive dry bones; it must 
be the Word of the Lord. Second, he was to call 
for the wind to come and breathe upon them. This 
“wind” was the Spirit as He explains in Verse 14: 
Re shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall 
ive. 

God’s part was to exert His Almighty power and 
fulfill His promise. He did both: an exceeding 
great army of living men stood in the valley: 
Israel came out of her grave. | | 


3. Let us never despair, then, we who preach in 


His Name. Our God can revive even a world like < 


ours in 1946; He can put new life into a cold, 
lifeless church; He can raise dead souls. The deep 
in sin—those in jails and penitentiaries; those who 
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drink and gamble and debauch themselves: the 
hardened in sin—those who have heard and re- 
jected time and again: the old in sin—whose hair 
is white and step feeble: the indifferent in sin— 
so careless and unconcerned: the slaves of sin— 
bound in chains of habit and appetite—helpless 
and hopeless. 


The word of God and the Spirit of God! Is there 
anything too hard for God? Are we faithful in 
doing our part? Are we preaching the Word, in 
its simplicity, purity and plainness? Are we preach- 
ing it as the Word of our God? Are we relying 
upon His Spirit? Are we waiting until endued with 
Power on high? My own heart aches as I ask it 
these questions. 4 


Titus Coan went to Hawaii in 1835—a veritable 
valley of dry bones. He depended on the Word and 
on the Spirit. The two-edged sword worked. “The 
wicked scoffer who came to make sport, dropped 
like a log, saying, ‘God has struck me.’” The high 
priest of Pelee, most dreaded of sorcerers, came 
and with bitter tears confessed, and was saved, at 
seventy years of age. One Sabbath 2,400 sat down 
at the Lord’s table. What a gathering! ‘‘Old, blind, 
decrepid, afflicted with divers diseases, adulterers, 
murderers, robbers.”’ When he left he had baptized 
11,961 people. 


Yes, thank God, dry bones can live! —J.K.P. 


Report The Eighty-Sixth Meeting 
Of The General Assembly Of The 
Presbyterian Church, U.S._ 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D.* 


The first General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., was arganized at Augusta, Georgia, 
December 4, 1861. Dr. Frances McFarland pre- 


sided during the opening exercises and constituted 


the Assembly with prayer. Dr. B. M. Palmer 
preached the opening sermon emphasizing the 
Headship of Christ. e are all familiar with the 
cause which led to the organization of our Church 
and the basic principals are enshrined in the 
cherished document called ‘‘Address.to the Chuches 
of Jesus Christ Throughout the Earth.” This 
organization was designed to protect the sacred- 
ness of the Christian conscience. 


The function of the General Assembly is that of 
a court of the Church. This body is not designed 
to be an omnibus clearing-house for all sorts of 
questions, but rather a supreme court of Christ, 
and in the words of the Assembly of 1876: “This 
court meets with the promise of the presence 
of Christ to deliberate, and under the leading of 
the Spirit, to decide upon matters pertaining to 
the general interest of the Church, and not merely 
to express the opinion of the Church.” 


During recent years, with a few exceptions, the 


Assembly has accepted the invitation of the Moun- 


tain Retreat Association and met at Montreat, 
N. C. Our 1923 Assembly expressed the belief 
that, based on experience, Montreat offers a most 
desirable place for the meetings of the Assembly 
and should meet here as frequently as it can with- 


out discourtesy to churches which wish to enter- 
tain the Assembly. There are many attractive 
features about this location. In a sense it is 
equivalent to the Assembly meeting in its own 
home, for Montreat is owned and controlled by 
the General Assembly. It is located in the heart 
of the Blue Ridge Mountains of Western North 
Carolina. This section is popularly known as “‘The 
Land of the Sky.” It is noted for its beautiful 
scenery and invigorating climate. It is only 15 


_ miles from Mount Mitchell, the highest point east 


of the Mississippi River. The beauty of this loca- 
tion is not the only desirable feature about the 
meeting at Montreat. Entertainment is provided 
close to the official place of meeting and the 
commissioners are not scattered in homes in some 
metropolitan area. 


The Pre-Assembly Meeting 


This year a special program was arranged under 
the auspices of the Assembly’s Committee on Moral 
and Social Welfare, and was called ““A Pre-Assembly 
Meeting On Christian Relations.”’ Dr. Stuart Og- 
lesby, Chairman of this Committee presided. The 
first speaker was Dr. Walter Van Kirk, a minister 
in the Methodist Church and Secretary of the 
Federal Council’s department on _ International 
Justice and Goodwill. He was introduced by Dr. 
E. T. Thompson and Dr. Thompson announced that 
the address would be on “The World Mission of 
the Church.” Although Dr. Van Kirk failed to use 
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the subject announced he related some interesting 
experiences on his visit to Japan. 


Friday morning the pre-Assembly group met in 
Gaither Hall and heard Dr. Leland Foster Wood, 
a Baptist minister, representing the Family Re- 
lations Department of the Federal Council, speak 
on the Relationship of the Church to the Home. He 
declared that these two institutions are natural 
allies, and that the home should be the local unit 
of the Church. He further stated that the threat 
to the family is a threat to the Church, and that 
a strong Church cannot be built on broken homes. 


The principal feature of the afternoon meeting 
was an address delivered by W. Roy Breg, the 
head of Allied Youth. Mr. Breg was formerly 
connected with the Christian Endeavor of the 
South, and a member of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church. He explained that Allied Youth was an 
educational program to help young people make 
intelligent choices in the matter of temperance. 
To this end the organization provides scientific 
facts concerning the effects of alcohol. 


The Moderator’s Sermon 


The Ejighty-Sixth General Assembly was called 
to order at 7:30 Thursday evening, May 23, by the 
retiring Moderator, Dr. Thomas K. Young. He 
preached the opening sermon on the subject, “‘Chris- 
tianity’s Most Excellent Way,” basing his thought 
on 1 Corinthians 12:31. He appealed to the Church 
to adopt the way of Christian love as a philosophy 
of life. He stated to the Assembly that his message 
would deal with three main issues. First, the 
Christian way for individuals and groups to avoid 
sharp contention because they are diverse within 
the evangelical unity. Second, Christians should 
keep strong their vital essentials along-side the 
non-essential diversities. In the third place, he 
discussed the divine method for generating spiri- 
tual power to bring inside the world’s kingdom of 
sin and its tensions the Kingdom of God with its 
understanding, peace, and love. His major em- 
phasis was upon how to handle in a Christian way 
the mora] liabilities facing Christianity. Such a 
message is relevant to our day or to any day. 
No one group within the Church has a monopoly 
on Christian love, and an exhortation to cultivate 
this Christian grace has a real value. 


The Election Of Moderator 


There were four nominations for the office of 
Moderator. The Rev. Cary Weisiger III, pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Augusta,, Ga., 
nominated Ruling Elder Kenneth S. Keyes of 
Miami, Florida. Mr. Weisiger urged the Assembly 
to vote for Mr. Keyes on the basis of his proven 
ability and consecration to’ Christ. He mentioned 
the fact that Mr. Keyes is one of the most distin- 
quished Ruling Elders in the South; he has given 
lavishly of his time and money in promoting 
Stewardship throughout the Assembly, and in as 
much as the emphasis of the new Church year is 
on Stewardship, Mr. Keyes is the ideal man to 
implement this objective. Mr. Vernon Patterson, 
Ruling Elder of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Charlotte, N. C., seconded the nomination. 


Dr. M. O. Sommers of Raleigh, N. C. nominated 
Dr. Lloyd Courtney of Lewisburg, West Virginia. 
He asked the Assembly to elect Dr. Courtney on 
the basis of his work in one of the average churches 
of our Assembly. He said, ‘“‘The real heroes of 
our Church are in small towns. They are not in 
the limelight but they are worthy of honor.’’ Dr. 
Courtney has served for 22 years as Pastor of the 
Old Stone Church of Lewisburg, West Virginia. 


This Church was organized in 1783. Dr. R. F. 
Jones, of Fort Worth, Texas, seconded this nomi- 
nation. 


Dr. P. D. Miller, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of San Antonio, Texas, nominated Dr. J. 
B. Green of Columbia Theological Seminary, De- 
catur, Georgia. He sought the support of the 
Assembly for Dr. Green on the basis of his contri- 
bution to the life of the Church through his teach- 
ing at Columbia Seminary. He said that though 
Dr. Greer was somewhat advanced in years, these 
years had given him experience which would be 
valuable to the Assembly. Dr. Ansley Moore of 
the Government Street Presbyterian Church, 
Mobile, Ala., seconded this nomination. | 


Dr. Ernest Trice Thompson of Union Seminary 
was nominated by Dr. William Crowe, Jr., of Wil- 
mington, N. C. He desired Dr. Thompson’s elec- 
tion on the basis of his understanding of the 
problems of the returned service men. Dr. Frank 
Caldwell of Louisville Theological Seminary second- 
ed this nomination. 


Three ballots were necessary before the Modera- 
tor was duly elected. Dr. Courtney was eliminated 
after the first ballot, Mr. Keyes after the second, 
and the third ballot Dr. Green won with official 
tabulation of 216 to Dr. Thompson’s 150. 


Evangelism 


The subject of Evangelism was the first order of 
the day on Friday. Dr. Frank Brown, pastor of the 
First Pesbyterian Church of Dallas, Texas, and 
Chairman of the Assembly’s Committee on Evange- 
lism, presided and gave this report. He declared 
that Visitation Evangelism was the special emphasis 
of this Committee during the past year, and that 
this method had been vindicated by all who took 
it seriously. In offering this report he said, ““when 
we look back over the year’s work in Evangelism in 
the General Assembly, we are never satisfied 
with what has been done. This is true of the 
Committee and Director, however hard we may 
have worked, and I am sure the same spirit is felt 
by the ministers of our Church at large.’’ The 
goal this Committee had set for the past year was 
fifty thousand but only eighteen thousand, nine 
hundred and thirteen were received by profession 
of faith in Christ. 


Dr. H. H. Thompson, the Director of Evangelism, 
received high praise for the work he has been 
doing in our Assembly. He has been visiting in 
every part of our Church and has carried his work 
into fourteen of our seventeen Synods. Dr. Brown 
said, ““‘We speak in highest terms of that which 
he has done in the past year, and we are finding 
his work more and more accepted throughout 
our Assembly — There is a growing interest among 
these Churches for this great cause.” Dr Thomp- 


‘son was elected as the Director of the Assembly’s 


work in evangelism for a period of three years. 
The goal of fifty thousand additions by profession 
of faith annually was adopted. Dr. Thompson in- 
formed the Assembly of his plans for institutes in 
strategic places of our Assembly through which 
leaders can be trained in the methods and proce- 
dure of Visitation Evangelism. The Rev. Marc 
C. Wersing, of Decatur, Ga., followed Dr. Thomp- 
son’s appeal with some of his personal experiences 
in Visitation Evangelism. Concluding his remarks 
Mr. Wersing said: “This plan needs no argument. 
It needs adoption.” 


F oreign Missions 


Dr. Darby Fulton’s report on the work done by 
the Executive Committee of Foreign Missions dur- 
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ing 1946 was one of the bright lights of the As- 
sembly. In submitting this report Dr. Fulton de- 
clared, “Since the War came to a close the condi- 
tions that surround the missionary enterprise in 
the long awaited inauguration of a vigorous mis- 
sionary advance is definitely under way. That 
there is wide-spread and vital interest in missions 
throughout the Church seems too evident to be ques- 
tioned. It is the all but unanimous testimony of 
our missionaries that they have never known the 
spirit of missionary concern and inquiry to be as 
evident as it is in the Church today; not in the 
Church only, but among the public generally. The 
American G. I. has brought back a new witness to 
missions, the result of his first-hand examination. 
There is a new consciousness that the trouble of 
the world has been fundamentally spiritual, and 
that only a spiritual solution will suffice.” 


Dr. Fulton rejoiced in that since the war is 
over, the doors long closed are presently wide 
open. The Church has unparalled opportunities for 
meeting desperate human needs. He deplored the 
fact that we stand in the presence of these needs 
unprepared either in men or money. He lamented 
the fact that our missionary personnel has been 
depleted and we have not been able to replace 
this depletion. He expressed gratitude for the in- 
creased receipts during the past year which were 
the largest in eighteen years, but informed the 
Assembly that while this fact looks encouraging 
on the surface, in reality the dollar has only one- 
half the buying power. To illustrate this point he 


said that in China, with present inflationary prices, © 


it required around five thousand dollars to support 
a missionary. His concluding remarks constituted 
an eloquent appeal for a new effort in missions 
and a greater allegiance to the charter of the 
Christian Church. At the close of his appeal many 
in the Assembly expressed their thanks to God for 
the unsurpassed leadership Dr. Fulton is giving to 
the paramount work of the Church. 


Assembly’s Home Missions 


Dr. Claude H. Pritchard, Executive Secretary of 
the Committee of Home Missions submitted an 
illuminating report on the achievements of the past 
year. He affirmed that the Executive Committee 
had carried out the instructions to begin post-war 
planning that will cover a twenty-five-year period 
that will be an intensive program of advance in 
He presented 
this program of advance under three heads,—the 
worker, the work, and the financial needs. At the 
conclusion of his report the Assembly felt that this 


branch of our Church was in safe hands and direct- 


ed by intelligent leadership. | 


Christian Education And 
Ministerial Relief 


The report on Christian Education and Minis- 
terial Relief was presented by Dr. Wade H. Boggs, 
the Executive Secretary. We were delighted to see 
in this report some paragraphs from our First 
General Assembly in 1861. Included in this quota- 
tion is the statement, “It is the prerogative of God 
to eall; it is the duty of the Church to train.” 


There is need that this distinction be kept in mind. 


God has reserved the prerogative of appointing 
His ambassadors to Himself. Until one hears the 
Holy Spirit whisper in his heart the call to preach 
he is not qualified. 


_In this Committee’s report on our educational 
institutions it is pointed out that “public enemy 


‘number one is education without Christ.” This 


is a good statement provided the one making the 
statement has a proper conception of Christ. In 
as much as many different Christs are being pre- 
sented today it is necessary for us to be reminded 
that it is only of the Christ of the four Gospels, 
yea, the Christ of the whole Bible, to Whom this 
reference is made, is this statement true. The 
Christ of the Auburn Affirmationists is not the 
Christ we need in our colleges. It is better that 
His Name not be mentioned at all than to present 
Him shorn of His full Deity and supernatural 
character. 


In submitting this report Dr. Boggs asked that 
the Assembly withhold its verdict upon the overture 
of Suwanee Presbytery in regard to the Commit- 
tee’s sale of the Graham Building until all the 
facts could be presented. While we are on this 
subject we would like to say that in as much as 
this overture received wide and hurtful publicity 
from certain sources before all the facts were studi- 
ed, the Assembly exonerated the Committee of the 
charges made in this overture and expressed com- 
plete confidence in the Committee’s action in the 
negotiation of this sale. Many of the commissioners 
resented the unfavorable publicity given to this 
Committee prior to the meeting of the Assembly. 


Religious Education And 
Publication 


Dr. E. D. Grant, Executive Secretary of the 
Committee of Religious Education and Publication, 
gave the report on this Department. One of the 
high-lights of this report was the recognition of 
the distinguished work of Dr. Henry Woods Mc- 
Laughlin who has given fifty years as minister in 
our Southern Pesbvterian Church and has served 
during the past twenty-one years as our leader in 
Country Chureh Work and for fourteen vears as 
Director of Sunday School Extension. Dr. Mc- 
Laughlin was commended by the Assembly for his 
arduous toil in writing, lecturing, and field work. 
The Assembly was unanimous in its praise of this 
great Christian leader and the contribution he has 
made to the extension of the work of Christ in our 


Assembly. 


Dr. Grant reported that this Committee had an 
increase in benevolent gifts of over nineteen thou- 
sand dollars. It represents the largest income the 
Executive Committee has ever had in its history. 
The business department of the Church also has 
shown real progress during the year and the total 
sales increased from $645,576.80 to $699,436.15. 


Woman’s Work 


The thirty-fourth annual report of the Committee 
on Woman’s Work was given by Miss Janie Mc- | 
Gaughey, the Secretary of Woman’s Work. Dr. 
McGaughey informed the Assembly that her depart- 
ment had placed Christian witnessing first in its 
program throughout the year. This has been its 
theme and direction both in study and service. She 
reported that there has been definite progress and 
forward steps in the volume of work done by this 
department and also a new high record of gifts. 
The continuing goal of the Woman’s Auxiliary is, 
‘Every Woman Enlisted For Christ.”” This depart- 
ment has also kept the Assembly emphases central 
in its program. It might be surprising to some 
who have not followed this department closely to 
realize that the total amount of gifts during the 
past year amounted to $1,924,912. This repre- 
sents an increase of $152,124. <A careful analysis 
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of Miss McGaughey’s report reveals that this de- 
partment is in a healthy condition. 


The Training School 


Dr. Henry Wade Dubose, the President of the 
General Assembly’s Training School for lay workers 
submitted his report, and it, too, was one of pro- 
gress. He told the Assembly that the number of 
students has so increased that it has taxed the 
capacity of both class rooms and dormitory. Dr. 
Dubose asked the Assembly to endorse a campaign 
to raise one-half a million dollars for the enlarge- 
ment of this work. The Assembly authorized that 
Sunday, April 20, 1947, be observed in the in- 
terests of the Training School, and that this day be 
known as “‘Assembly’s Training School Day.’ 


Defence Service Council 


Dr. Dan T. Caldwell, Director of the Defense 
Service Council made a fine report on his activities 
during the past year and plans for the future work. 
He stated that the Council has been active in help- 
ing returning chaplains to find pastorates and also 
assisted chaplains in the Veteran’s Administration 
hospitals. He pointed out that there are 106 
Veterans’ Hospitals in operation and this number 
will be increased to 300. A number of these are 
within the bounds of our General Assembly and 
our Church should do something to serve these 
wounded and disabled men. The Assembl autho- 
rized the Council to take a special offering to 
support its work on Mother’s Day, May 11, 1947. 
One of the recommendations was that the Assembly 
should appoint an Ad Interim Committee to deter- 
mine whether the Council should be continued 
over a period of years or its work committed to 
wome other agency of the Assembly or dissolved. 


Bible Cause 


Dr. J. A. MacLean gave the report on Bible 
Cause. He made a fine statement on the impor- 
tance of supporting the American Bible Society 
and said that the Church should not hesitate to 
_ supply the Word of God for all who need it both 
at home and abroad. In this report there is this 
significant statement, “The Church people of 
America must be reminded that they confront a 
world that never was so keenly aware of the Bible’s 
worth, and at the same time never was so bereft 
of copies of it.” 


Fraternal Delegates 


_ The Assembly heard with pleasure three fraternal 
delegates. Dr. Charles L. Hussey of Philadelpia 
represented the United Presbyterian Church, Dr. 
Harrison Ray Anderson of Chicago represented 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., and Dr. J. 
Love of Charlotte, N. C. brought fraternal greet- 
ings from the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church. All three representatives made a fine 
impression upon the Assembly. This was an amo- 
rous group. They were in a romantic mood. 


Elders’ Fellowship Banquet 


One of the most interesting items of this Assemb- 
ly was the Elders’ Fellowship Banquet. This ban- 
qguet was arranged by the Department of Men’s 
Work for the Ruling Elders in attendance at the 
Eighty-Sixth General Assembly. It was held Fri- 
day evening at the dinner hour. The two principal 
speakers were Bishop Ralph S. Cushman, resident 
._Bishop, St. Paul Area, the Methodist Church, St. 
Paul, Minn, and Mr, Borden Burr of Birmingham, 


Alabama. Bishop Cushman spoke on Stewardship 
and Prayer. Many were impressed with his appeal 
for Christians to begin the early morning with a 
period of prayer and then to be fair with God in 
the disposition of their materia] possessions. Mr. 
Borden Burr is an attorney and Ruling Elder in 
the South Highland Presbyterian Church, Birming- 
ham, Ala. He brought an inspirational message of 
high quality on “The Responsibility of the Church 
and the Elder’s Relationship To It.’”’ Mr Burr isa 
forceful speaker and has fine sense of discernment 
as to the function of the Ruling Elders in the life 
of the Church. Though the sponsors of this pro- 
gram felt they were pressed for time, we feel that 
this was one of the finest programs presented dur- 
ing the entire Assembly. Our Ruling Elders de- 
served this recognition. They are a great group of 
men and a program of this kind is most helpful in 
inspiring them to accept a larger part of the re 
sponsibility of carrying on the work of the Church. 


Foreign Relations 


Saturday morning a partial report of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations was presented. This 
section dealt with noncontroversial material and 
was adopted without debate. The latter part of 
the report dealing with the Federal Council and 
Church Union. precipitated considerable debate. 
The majority report favored our continuation in 
the Federal Council. There was a minority report 
submitted by seven members of this Committee. 
It is as follows: 


Minority Report Of The Standing 
Committee On Foreign Relations With 
Reference To Overtures 29-30-31 
Requesting The General Assembly To 
Withdraw From The Federal Council 


Whereas we believe that we ought not to delegate 
the power of speaking for our Church to the exe- 
cutive agents and spokesmen of an inter-church 
organization when we have little opportunity of re- 
viewing or modifying their utterances, and Whereas 
we believe that the executive agents and spokesmen 
of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America frequently have made and do make 
pronouncements in matters of theology, politics, 
and economics which offend many persons in our. 
Church, and Whereas we hope that our recommen- 
dation, if adopted by the Assembly, may bring 
some peace and relief from unceasing debate on 
this subject to our Church, We recommend in 
answer to overtures 29, 30, and 31 requesting the 
General Assembly to withdraw from the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America that 
the General Assembly establish a consultative con- 
nection only with the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America.” | 


The majority report defended its position on the 
Federal Council by stating that Protestantism needs 
a strong voice to represent it in America. The 
Rev. Cary Weisiger III, who defended the minority 
report, replied that the voice of the Church is a 
very sacred thing and should not be delegated to 
an inter-church organization. He also stated that 
he was not so concerned about the Church having 
a loud voice as he is about the Church having a 
“true voice.” This point was never answered by 
the proponents of the majority report. 


The report of the Foreign Relations Committee 
in regard to Church property envoked lively dis- 
cussion. Many present felt that the Committee on 
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Union had not adequately safe-guarded the property 
rights of individual Churches. Dr. E. T. Thompson, 
the Chairman of this Committee, who impressed us 
with his fairness in handling this item, also stated 
that he was sympathetic with those who wanted 
section 9 prepared by the Legal Committee of the 
Continuing Committee placed in the Plan of Union. 
The Assembly instructed the Assembly’s Committee 
on Union to make every effort to age more 
t rec- 
ommended that the proposed substitute for Sec- 
tion 9 in the Concurrent Declarations of the Pro- 
posed Plan of Union be referred to the Committee 
on Union for careful study. A number of Ruling 
Elders protested against the present Plan of Union 
that fails to safeguard the property rights of local 
churches. Bible-believing Christians are unwilling 
to be robbed of their rightful inheritance and be 
driven out into the wilderness because of their 
loyalty to the standards of our Church and the 
principles of common honesty. 3 


Radio 


The Assembly’s permanent Committee on Radio 
reported that the Presbyterian Hour has been ex- 
panded from twelve stations in the Eastern Zone 
to an Assmbly-wide net-work of thirty-nine stations 


from Baltimore to Corpus Christi and from Miami 


to Kansas City. Recommendation number 11 re- 
garding overture 18-2 to the 1945 Assembly from 
Holston Presbytery generated a heated debate. 
The Committee recommended that this overture 
be answered in the negative. Ruling Elder Ken- 
neth S. Keyes made a strong plea for the right of 
religious groups to purchase time. He said that if 
the liquor interests had this right surely it should 
not be denied to any religious groups. He said that 
some of the programs put on by those who bought 
time were not of the very best, but this did not 
justify the abrogation of this right. Dr. B. F. ‘Hall 
made some vitriolic and caustic remarks about the 
religious groups who purchase time on the air. He 
spoke of these groups as belonging to the “lunatic 
fringe.’”’ Many did not appreciate this unchristian 
statement because some of the greatest Christian 
preaching in America is made possible through pur- 
chased time. We rejoice that we had some level- 
headed Ruling Elders present who saw the injustice 
involved in this matter and defended the principle 
that was in jeapordy. Ruling Elder Vernon Pat- 
terson declared, ‘“‘A fundamental principle of our 
democracy is at stake. It is not a question of 
whether some of our broadcasts are not good. As 
a matter of fact, some of the free broadcasts can- 
not be called good. We are defending a precious 
principal of our American Way of Life.” Dr. L. 
Ross Lynn of Florida asserted, “The fundamental 
principle of free speech is involved here. If com- 
mercial interests have the right to buy time, cer- 
tainly religious interests have this right. The 
press has consistently taken this position, but they 
refuse to do it in recognition of this American 
principle.’ Dr. J. A. McLean of Richmond, Va., 
affirmed, “Unless we adopt the report of the 
Committee there will be a mad scramble for bought 
time.”? Ruling Elder Richardson Ayers remarked, 
“If you deny us the right to buy time on the radio, 
then you may with equal justification deny us the 
right to buy advertising in the newspaper.” After 
further discussion the Committee’s recommendation 
was adopted. 


Ad Interim Committee 


On Negro Work 


Another controversial subject was the report of 
the Ad Interim Committee on Negro Work. This 


report was read by the Rev. Price H. Gwynn, Jr. 
It recommended that a new Committee be appoint- 
ed by the Assembly bearing the official title, “The 
Assembly’s Committee on Negro Work.” It was 
also recommened that this Committee begin to func- 
tion as a formal agency of the Church April 1y 
1947. Many points of view were expressed as to 
the wisdom of this radical change. The Assembly 
finally adopted the report of the Ad Interim | 
Committee. After the adoption of the report Dr. | 
P. D. Miller of San Antonio declared that in his | 
judgment the action of the Assembly had accomp- 
lished nothing. He felt that the action merely 
amounted to changing from one form of machinery 
to another. Time alone will tell whether this wa 

a wise.or unwise move. It would require an Isaia 

to predict how this radical change will operate i 

the future work of our Church. ¢ 


Committee On War Relief 


Dr. Vernon S. Broyles, Chairman of the Per- 
manent Committee on War Relief gave a challeng- 
ing report. The goal of two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars for this Committee was approved. 
The Assembly also recommended that the pastors 
of our Church encourage their members to give 
food, clothes, and shoes to War Relief, shipping 
this material aid to United Church Service Center, 
New Windsor, Maryland, or Modesto, Cal. 


The Assembly further approved the recommen- 
dation that the offering for the Church year 1947- 
48 be taken on Easter Sunday, 1947. 


Committee On The Sabbath 


The Permanent Committee on the Sabbath gave 
a report of high quality that should be read by 
every member of our Southern Presbyterian 
Church. Among other things this report declared, 
‘‘We summon all Christians, ministers, officers, 
and members of the Church, men, women and 
young people, to abandon the compromising, defeat- 
ist attitude in respect to a Scriptural observance of 
the Sabbath, and surrender not the Church’s his- 
toric position or lower its standard in reference to 
the proper observance of the Day.’”? September 29, 
1946 was designated as Sabbath Observance Day, 
and the ministers of our Church are requested to 
preach a sermon on Sabbath Observance on that 
day and read this report to the congregations. We 
felt that this report failed to secure the considera- 
= it deserved. It was adopted as a matter of 
routine. 


Committee On Stewardship 


The Committee on Stewardship made its thirty- 
sixth annual report. It expressed its gratitude to 
God that there has been an advance in every de 
partment of its work. It affirmed, ‘Christian 
Stewardship is becoming more and more a reality 
in the lives of our people. There has been a real 
awakening both in Stewardship education and 
Stewardship action. While we still have much to 
do, and our Church has hardly begun to use our 
God-given power, there is a distinct ‘sound of a go- 
ing in the tops of the mulberry trees’ and God 
seems to be saying to us again, ‘Thou shalt bestir 
thyself.’”? This Committee sponsored an excellent 
address by Bishop Ralph S. Cushman. Bishop 
Cushman’s appeal for greater devotion to 
Stewardship will be long remembered by the mem- 
bers of the 1946 Assembly. The Assembly designat- 
ed the season February 3-March 31 for special 
tithing emphasis. Every pastor is urged to preach 
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at least one sermon on the tithe, stressing the 
tithe not as a matter of law, but as a minimum 
spiritual standard of giving, and as a means to 
Christian growth and blessedness. The theme of 
the Every Member Canvass for the year 1947 is to 
be, ‘““Every Member Enlisted.” 


Observations 


In offering this report to our readers we want 
to include a few expressions from some of our 
Ruling Elders concerning this meeting of the As- 
sembly. We interviewed several before leaving 
Montreat and we now append their observations; 


Ruling Elder O. M. Crandall 
Kanawha Presbytery 


“From my first visit to the General Assembly I 
see the need of a greater participation in the 
Church courts on the part of the Ruling Elders, 
especially where Church property is involved.” 


Ruling Elder Hugh T. Shockley 
Enoree Presbytery 
“T was exceedingly disappointed in noting that out 


of twenty-one standing committees appointed to 
work in the Assembly, the chairmen of twenty of 


these Committees were ministers and only one was . 


a Ruling Elder.” 


Ruling Elder Judge G. K. Kump 
Winchester Presbytery 


“T first of all, have been impressed by the sin- 
cerity of the men who compose this Assembly. 
have also been convinced of our need and of the 
world’s need of more spirituality. Because of this, 
we should strive for a deeper dedication to Christ 
and His service. The discussion of the property 
rights of the local churches was most interesting 
and the rights of the local churches must be pro- 
tected. This subject has so many meanderings 
that one cannot express an opinion without full 
and complete information.” 


Ruling Elder T. C. Hannah 
Meridian Presbytery 


“My conception of the mission of the Church is 
to preach Christ and Him crucified. The Church 
is the only agency for this purpose in the world. 
We are spending entirely too much time on the 
secondary things of the Church. I want to state 
that as a lawyer practicing in the Courts of Justice 
for forty years I believe it is a matter of common 
justice and equity that the rights of local Presby- 
terian Churches should be preserved and each 
Church should continue to own, control, and de- 
termine the future use or disposition of its pro- 
perty. I was shocked to observe how slow some 
of the leaders of the Church are to commit them- 
selves to a definite statement that would safeguard 
the property rights of our individual churches.” 


Ruling Elder Vernon W. Patterson 
Mecklenburg, Presbytery 


“The General Assembly is a great deliberative 
body. It is most impressive to witness the contest 
of varing opinions of many men of many minds as 
they proceed, usually, though not always, with de- 
corum and dignity. Through most of the proceed- 
ings I was impressed with the cleavage between 
the so-called liberals on the one side and the con- 
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sertatives on the other. This entered to some de- 

gree into most of the important decisions. It was 

most evident in the matters concerning the Federal] 

irs and the property rights involved in Church 
nion. 


Ruling Elder Richardson Ayers 
Presbytery Of Louisiana 


“The outstanding spot in this General Assembly 
beyond all questions was the address by Dr. Darby 
Fulton on our South American and African Mis- 
sions. He gave his experiences on a recent trip to 
these missions. Full of the Spirit of Jesus and His 
saving power it inspired within his hearers a yearn- 
ing for this same Spirit to fill our whole Church.” 


Concluding Remarks 


With a panoramic view of the General Assembly 
still fresh in our minds there are a few im~ressions 
we desire to share with our readers. 


1. There was an evident need for more real 
prayer and greater reliance upon the Word of God. 
it is true that the Assembly opened and closed its 
sessions with a brief season of prayer, but any one 
with the slighest spiritual discernment was aware 
that this Assembly was not charged with an atmos- 
phere resulting from earnest Christian prayer. The 
Bible, the Book by which the Church lives, did not 
have the place of centrality in this Assembly. 
Several times we observed the Bible completely 
covered with all sorts of papers and books. This 
was indeed symbolical. | 


2. The motion to limit all addresses on controver- 


sial matters to ten minutes for the first speaker and 
five for the second constitutes a dangerous ten- 
dency. If a person does not have anything to say 
on the subject, then even five or ten minutes are 
too long. On the other hand, there are some 


factors in the life of our Church where all the time © 


necessary should be given for the expression of 
the individual views. The tendency to curtail 
expression is hazardous to a healthy condition in 
our Church. There was also a tendency on the part 
of some to make unkind remarks about those who 
had enough conviction to speak what they felt on 
subjects under discussion. Every commissioner 
should be given ample time to express his views 
and should be heard with respect. 


3. There is an erroneous conception of the 
Moderatorship that should be corrected. After all 
is said and done, the Moderator of a Church court 
is only a presiding officer. Campaigning before 


- hand for any individual is not in harmony with the 


Christian spirit. It has the odor of political con- 
ventions. In our sister Church to the North we 
read that men actually become candidates for the 
position and their candidacy is announced before 
the Assembly meets. If we do not curb the trend 
in this direction we shall also degenerate into a 
political body where the lower passions of man are 
aroused. The sooner we realize that the Moderator 
has limited authority and can speak for the Church 
only so far as the Church authorizes him to speak, 
and that his authority is limited to the preservation 
of order and the convening and adjourning of the 
Courts over which he presides the better it will be 
for our Church. If this office must be campaigned 
for then we would like to see the candidates run 
on a definite platform, stating their views on both 
theology and ecclesiology—win or lose. 


4. We observe misplaced emphases in the pro- 
gram of our Assembly. We need a finer sense of 
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proportion. Major matters should be given the 
major portion of the Assembly’s time; minor mat- 
ters should receive only minor consideration. First 
things should stand out in bold relief on the agenda. 
Too much time was dissipated on the periphery of 
the things of Christ. Attention should have been 
given to what lies at the center of Christianity. 


Unless this is done, our candlestick will be removed. . 


Our absorption in things of secondary value is 
largely responsible for the present-day weakness 
of the Church. | 


5. We would like to see our Assembly present 
one of the great doctrines of our Church at each 
annual meeting. - Many were disappointed at the 
service held on Sunday. We felt that this service 
could have been tremendously improved by having 
an able Gospel preacher present one of the cardinal 
doctrines of our faith by which our Church lives. 


6. Recognizing that there is a legitimate place 
for discussion on moral and social problems we re- 
gretted that most of these discussions were divorc- 
ed from the teachings of Scripture. We do not 


imply that they were opposed to the Scripture, but 


they were experience-centered rather than. Bible- 
centered. We agree with the Christian thinker 
who said: “‘Many expressions on current affairs 
would be far more telling if they were bound to the 
great truths of divine revelation upon which they 
rest.” 


7. The defense of a cause based on principle is 
rarely as popular as one based on expediency. 
Every reader of the four gospels must be impress- 
ed with the fact that our Lord was unpopular in 
His day. It was a rare thing that one was willing 


to do homage to Him. The Priestly partly, and the 


Prophetic party were both opposed to Him. Those 
who were in control of the machinery of the 
Jewish Church bitterly opposed Him. The Sadducees 
were the Liberals of His day. They despised Him. 
Why was this? Christ was unpopular because He 
had a passion for truth and a determination to de- 
fend principle at any cost. 


8. In the last place, we are reminded of the 
statement that “Too often Assemblies pass with 
much said on timely matters, but too little asserted 
on timeless matters.’’ A number of speakers offered 
platitudinous remarks in regard to the times. The 
few were apparently conscious of the timeless and 
eternal matters. 


The Next Meeting _ 
Dr. R. C. Anderson invited the 1947 Assembly 


to meet again at Montreat. The invitation was ac- 


cepted. The time set was the fifth Thursday in 
May. As we face the year ahead we realize that it 
will be a year of decision for better or for worse. 
Regardless of our personal beliefs and predilections 
every one in our Church who believes in the ef- 
ficacy of prayer should pray for the peace, purity, 
and prosperity of‘our Church to the end that once 
again the banner proclaiming the Headship of 
Christ may be lifted high and followed with our 
full measure of devotion in the execution of His 
revealed will. May our theme song this year be: 


“Soldiers of Christ arise, 

And put your armor on, 

Strong in the strength which God supplies 
Through His Eternal Son.”’ 


*Pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church, 
Spartanburg, S. C 


~ What Christ Claimed For 


Himselt 


By Kenneth S. Keyes 


(This sermon is by Ruling Elder Kenneth 8. Keyes, of Shenandoah Presbyterian 
Church. He delivered this sermon as Retiring Moderator of St. John’s Presbytery at 


the Spring 1946 Meeting. —H.B.D.) 


Text: II Thessalonians 2:15. “Therefore, stand 


fast and hold the traditions which ye have been 


taught, whether by word or our epistle.”. 


The letter Paul wrote to the church of Thessa- 
lonia 1900 years ago, that serves as our text today, 
contains a message that we believers need to re- 
ceive and heed. For we are living in a time when 
we can observe with our own eyes a great falling 
away from the faith. By this I mean not only a 
wide-spread indifference to the gospel of Jesus 
Christ on the part of the vast majority of the 
people of our country and of the world—but a 
tragic falling away from the great beliefs upon 
which Christian faith is based by many professors 
in our colleges and seminaries, by preaching and by 
others who write the Sunday School lessons and 
literature for many of our leading denominations 
in the United States. 


Let me cite a few examples that will illustrate 
what I mean: In February 1944, the International 
Council of Religious Education, which controls the 
copyright for our International Sunday School les- 
sons, held a conference in Chicago. Rev. Wesner 
Fallow, minister of education of the Winnetka 
Congregational Church, Winnetka, Ill. made one of 
“— principal addresses. Among other things, he 
said: 


‘“‘We want youth to view Jesus as God’s principal 
revelation of His nature, Jesus is not God, nor 
another God; nor yet the only revelation we have 
of God, the source and ground of existence. Our 
teaching becomes idolatry if it presents Jesus, the 


unique manifestation of God, as being Himself a 


God. To my mind, one of the major faults with 
orthodoxy has always been the practice of con- 
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text-books used with children, evidences of Christ- 
worship.”’ 


Let me read part of that again—‘Jesus is not 
God, nor another God—our teaching becomes 
idolatry if it presents Jesus—as being Himself a 
God.” This is not what someone thought he said. 
It is quoted from a mim€ographed copy of his paper. 
It is typical of many similar statements that are 
to be found in the religious literature of our day 
and that are being made from the pulpits of many 
protestant churches in this land of ours. 


Here is another: Dr John W. Bowman who has 
occupied the chair of Professor of New Testament 
in one of the seminaries of the Presbyterian Church 
U.S.A. wrote a book called ‘‘The Intention of Jesus.”’ 
In this book he said: 


“Tf Jesus knew of the tradition of His virgin 
birth, He never pressed it. Ater all who should 
decide between Him and any number of pagan 
demi-gods and heros for whom such a birth was 
claimed. It was the church that added those mun- 
dane traditions to its Gospels.” 


Dr Harry Emerson Fosdick—one of the best 
known preachers in the country, whose books have 
been read and whose radio messages and sermons 
have been heard by millions, in his book “Living 
Under Tension’? he makes it clear that he does not 
believe that Jesus was “divine” or “deity”? except 
as any of us may be. On page 157 he says: 


“God can come into human life because God 
has come into human life. At its best that is what 
the church has always meant by the divinity of 
Jesus. Do not, I beg of you, tie this great affir- 
mation up with miraculous accomplishments, such 
as the virgin birth—as you know, I cannot believe 

Here we have one of the most influential prea- 
chers in the United States openly denying that 
our Lord was the Son of God except in the sense 
that you and I can call ourselves the sons of God. 


Another well known religious leader is Dr. 


Henry Sloane Coffin, who served for years as 
President of Union Theological Seminary and was 
Moderator of the Northern Presbyterian Church in 
1943, in his book “The Meaning of the Cross” 
completely renounces the doctrines of the atone- 
ment and points out the error in—and these are 
his words—‘“certain widely used hymns (which) 
still perpetuate the theory that God pardons sin- 
ners because Christ purchased that pardon by His 
obedience and suffering.” (page 118). 


In another book “Religion Yesterday and Today”’ 
Dr. Coffin describes Christ as completely human 
without supernatural knowledge. He says: 


“He shared the beliefs of His time. He be- 
lieved in the nearness of the Parousia—as did Paul 
—and was mistaken. He did not know any more 
about philosophy or philology, about history or 
natural laws, than did any Jew about Him, except 
in so far as a pure heart helps knowledge.”’ 


I could go on for the rest of my time reading 
similar quotations from the books of these and 
other well-known religious leaders. 


Statements of this sort coming from the lips and 
pens of men who are supposed to know so much 
more about God’s word than a layman would be 
expected to know, prompted me some months ago 
to undertake a serious study, considering Jesus 
from three different points of view: 


1. What did He claim for Himself? 
2..What did others claim for Him? 
3. What do His works reveal about Him? 


This seemed to be a logical approach. So far 
I have found time to complete only the first of 
these studies. And today I shall try to tell you 
what Jesus claimed for Himself. 


e 


1. Jesus claimed that He was the Messiah, long 
awaited by the Jews: 


Very early in His public Ministry Jesus passed 
through Samaria on His way to Galilee. At Jacob’s 
well near Shechem He spoke with a Samaritan 
woman about the water of life, and explained to 
Sod how God expected true followers to worship 

im. 

The woman said, “I know that Messiah cometh, 
which is called Christ; when He is come, He will 
tell us all things.” To this Jesus replied, “I that 
speak unto thee am He.” 


Here we have a simple claim—not couched in 
any figurative language—but spoken in plain 
understandable words. Jesus told her that He 
was the Messiah of whom she spoke. 


The woman, at least partially convinced, went 
back into the city and said to the men, “‘Come see 
a man which told me all things that ever I did. 
Is not this the Christ?’’ And she led the Samari- 
tans out to Jesus. He stayed and talked with them 
two days. And they believed His claim for it is 
written that they said to the woman, “Now we 
believe, not because of thy saying for we have 
heard Him ourselves and know that this is indeed 
the Christ—the Saviour of the world.”’ 


These Samaritans saw Him, heard Him talk and 
they believed this claim. | 


2. Jesus claimed that He was the Son of God. 


After Jesus had healed the impotent man at 
the pool of Bethesda on the Sabbath day, the Jews 
persecuted Him because they said He had violated 
their rules for Sabbath day observance. Jesus 
answered them with these words, “My Father 
worketh hitherto and I work.” Now all of us who 
believe in Jesus as Saviour and Lord have a perfect 


right to call God our Father. As Paul said, ‘‘The 


Spirit himself beareth witness with our spirit that 
we are the children of God. And if children, then 
heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ.” 


But Jesus there at Bethesda meant to imply more. 


than the relationship that all believers enjoy. And 
the Jews understood that he meant more for John 
5:15 records: “‘Therefore the Jews sought the more 
to kill Him, because He not only had broken the 
Sabbath but said also that God was His Father, 
making Himself equal with God.” And it is per- 
fectly evident from the rest of the passage that 
Jesus was claiming actual Son-ship for He tells 


them ‘that all men should honor the Son even as 


they honor the Father.”’ 


Then you will recall the time when Jesus asked 
of His disciples, ‘Whom do men say that I, the 
Son of Man, 


After they told Him that some thought He was 
John the Baptist, others Elisha, others Jeremiah, 
and others one of the other prophets, Jesus then 
asked them, “But whom say ye that Iam?” And 
you will remember that Peter answered, ‘‘Thou 
art Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus 
immediately put His stamp of approval on this 


statement by saying, “‘Blessed art thou, Simon 
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Barjona, for flesh and blood hath not revealed it 


unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.” 


We can be certain again here that by this state- 
ment Jesus was not claiming the kind of Son-ship 
that every believer can claim for himself. Flesh 
and blood, meaning men, could have revealed that 
Jesus had that kind of a relationship. Here Jesus 
is speaking of and claiming actual son-ship—He 
claimed to be God’s son in the real and true sense.” 


How any theologian in the face of recorded 
facts like these can possibly infer that Jesus did 
not claim to be God, would be a mystery to me 
if it was not plainly stated in the Book that there 
would be wide-spread unbelief in the days preced- 
ing Christ’s coming. : 


Yes, Jesus claimed definitely and positively that 
He was the Son of God in the real and true sense 
of the word. | 


3. Jesus claimed that He existed with God be- 
fore the world was created. 


Just before His betrayal Jesus in His great in- 


tercessory prayer used these words, “I have glori- 


fied thee on earth, I have finished the work which 
Thou gavest Me to do. And now, O Father, glorify 
Thou Me with Thine own self with the glory which 
I had with Thee before the world was.’’ 


Here we have a definite statement from the 
lips of the Master that He was with God even be- 
fore the world was created. This is a stupendous 
claim. . If the Jewish religious leaders were provok- 
ed when Jesus called God His Father at Bethesda, 
how much angrier they would have been if they 
had heard Jesus claim that He was with God before 
the creation of the world? 


4. Jesus claimed that God Himself had sent Him 
to the earth. 


Jesus said to the Jews who ought to kill Him 
(John 8:42) “If God were your father, ye would 
love me; for I proceeded forth and came from 
God; neither came I of Myself, but He sent me.” 


Again Jesus in the temple taught the Jews in 
these words, (John 7:28, 29) “I am not come of 
myself, but He that sent me is true, whom ye know 
not. But I know Him; for I am from Him and He 
hath sent Me.” : 


These words need no explanation. Jesus here 
states plainly that He was sent to the earth by God. 


5. Jesus claimed that God had committed to Him 
all ‘i: and authority, both in heaven and in 
earth. 


Just before His final instructions to His eleven 
desciples to go into all the world and preach the 
gospel, He told them (Matt. 28:18) “All power 
(our Revised Versions translate this word ‘authori- 
ty’) is given unto Me in heaven and in earth.” 


This all-inclusive claim was made at the close of 
Jesus’ ministry. We know from our gospel ac- 
counts that Jesus possessed miraculous powers: 


a. He had power to heal the sick. There are at 
least 22 specific cases where He healed fever, 
epilepsy, lameness, made the blind to see, brought 
hearing and speech to the deaf and dumb. 


b. He had power to raise from the dead. Luke, 

a physician whose education and training would 
cause him to view most skeptically such a claim 
unless it was verified by indeniable proof, records - 
two cases where Jesus used this power—when He 
raised the 12 year old daughter of Jairus and when 
He raised the son of the widow of Nain. John 
records the third—the raising of Lazarus after he 
had been in the tomb 4 days. 


Jesus claimed that His powers also included 
authority to forgive sins. To the crowd that was 
present when they brought to Him the man sick 
of the palsy, Christ said, “But that ye may know 
that the Son of Man hath. power upon earth to 
forgive sins, I say unto thee, arise and take up thy 
couch and go into thine house.’’ 


Yes, there can be no doubt that Christ claimea 
that all the power and authority of God himself 
had been committed to Him. And His recorded 
works certainly proved that this claim was true. 


6. Jesus claimed that His purpose in coming to 
the earth was to save the lost and that to ac- 
complish this purpose He would give His life. 


Christ said to Zacchaeus—“the Son of man is 
come to seek and to save that which is lost.’”? (Luke 
19:10). Again just before the last supper, He 
said, “I came not to judge the world but to save 
the world.” (Jno. 12:47). 


Speaking to the Parisees, Christ said, “I am the 
good shepherd and know my sheep and am known 
of mine—I lay down my life for the sheep. There- 
fore doth My Father love Me, because I lay down 
My life, that I might take it again. No man taketh 
it from me but I lay it down of myself. I have © 
power to lay it down and I have power to take 
it again.” (Jno. 10:14,15,17,18). s | 


There is no play of words here—just a simple, 
but very definite claim that Christ had one purpose 
for leaving His place in the Heavenlies and that 
was to save the lost—that He came as He himself 
expresses it in Matt 20:28—‘“to give His life a 
ransom for many.” 


7. Jesus claimed that whoever believes in Him 
shall have eternal life. 


Speaking to the antagonistic Jews at Bethesda, 
Jesus said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you. He 
that heareth my word and believeth in Him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life and shall not come 
into condemnation but is passed from death unto 
life.” (Jno. 5:24). 


And at another time He said to Nicodemus these 
words that we all know so well—‘‘For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life.” (Jno. 3:16). 


Here, my friends, is a claim that is more impor- 
tant to you and me than any other claim that Jesus 
made. Jesus plainly says, “If you believe in Me— 
if you believe that I am what I claim to be—you 
will spend your eternity with God and with me.” 


8. Jesus claimed that those who do not believe 
in Him shall not have eternal life. 


We hear men say these days, “I do not- think 
that a loving God would condemn a man to hell 
just because he does not accept Jesus Christ.” 
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I’ll admit that sounds reasonable but Jesus tells 
us differently. In Jno. 3:18 He says, “He that 
believeth not is condemned already because he 
hath not believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God.” 


Again He says (Jno. 14:6) “I am the way, the 
truth and the life; no man cometh unto the Father 
except by me.” 


This claim is even more outstanding, it seems to 
me, than the one we considered a moment ago. 
There He claimed that whoever believed in Him 
would have eternal life. Here He claims that only 
by believing in Him can we have eterna] life—that 
He is the only way. 


These, my friends, are the 8 major claims that 
Jesus made for Himself when He was here on earth. 
Let’s review them briefly: 


1. He claimed that He was the Messiah—long 
expected by the Jews. | 


2. He claimed that He was the Son of God. 


3. He claimed that He existed with God before 
the world was formed. 


4. He claimed that God sent Him to the earth. 


5. He claimed that He had all authority and 
power both in Heaven and earth. 


6. He claimed that He came to earth to save 
the lost. 


7. He claimed that all those who believed in 
Him would be saved and would spend eternity 
with God. 


8. He claimed that all those who did not believe 
in Him would be lost and would spend eternity 
apart from God. 


Having made these 8 stupendous claims for Him- 
self, it seems to me that there are only 3 possible 
conclusions that anyone can draw from the evi- 
dence— 


1. That Jesus was a liar and the greatest fraud 
in the world’s history. 


2. That He was honest but was deluded into 
thinking that He was what He claimed to be—like 
an insane man who conjures up imaginative ideas 
about himself, or 


3. That He was all that He claimed to be. 


I have no patience with those who say that Jesus 
was the greatest teacher that ever lived but who 
deny His deity. A great teacher would teach only 
truth. When we deny that Jesus was the Son of 
God—when we deny that He existed with God be- 
fore the world was created—we call Him a liar 
because He definitely, in no uncertain words, claim- 
ed these things for Himself. 


And if we follow this theory to its end we must 
also conclude that Jesus was a fool as well, for 
only a fool would suffer what He suffered and die 
for claims that He knew to be false. Surely any 
thinking man would be forced to discard this first 
conclusion that Jesus was a fraud. 


As to the theory that He was honest but deluded, 
_ surely the things that He did when He was here on 


earth were not the actions of an insane man. The 
high moral character of His teachings—the fact 
that these teachings have never been surpassed in 
the history of mankind—both indicates that Jesus 
was not only throughly sane but that He was pos- 
sessed of super-human intelligence and wisdom. 


W. H. Griffith Thomas points out that with all 
the great names in history, the invariable exper- 
ience has been that the man is first a power, then 
only a name, finally only a memory. Exactly the 
opposite is true of Jesus. 


1. He died on cross of shame—even His disciples 
thought He had failed in His mission. 7 


‘ e His name has gradually become more power- 
ul. 


3. He is the greatest influence in the world 
today. 3 


Surely, my friends, it is easier to believe that 
Jesus was all that He claimed to be. 


a. The character of His teachings is in harmony 
with this conclusion. 


b. The life that He lived is in harmony with 
this conclusion. 


c. The influence of His life and teachings on 
the history of mankind is in harmony with this 
conclusion. 


d. The effect of His life and teachings on the 
lives of His born-again followers in the world today 
is in harmony with this conclusion. 


John cautioned the believers of his day when 
he wrote (I John 4:1-3). 


“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the 
spirits whether they are of God: because many 
false prophets are gone out into the world. 
Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: 


Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ 
is come in the flesh is of God: And every spirit 
that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in 
the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of 
anti-Christ, whereof ye have heard that it should 
come; and even now already is it in the world.” 


This spirit of anti-Christ is in the world today, 
my friends. It is in our institutions of so-called 
higher learning—our schools and colleves, our 
seminaries, and in great pulpits in this land of ours. 


May I close with just one more illustration that 
sets forth with crystal clearness this falling away 
from the faith in one of our great educational 
institutions? 


Dartmouth College was started in 1769 to train 
Indians in the gospel of Jesus Christ. Its founder 
was Ebenezer Wheellock—an ordained minister. 
The majority of the students in its first 15 graduat- 
ing classes entered the ministry. From 1810 to 
1830 one-third of.its graduates became ministers. 
From 1830-1868 one-fourth entered full-time 
Christian work. 


Nathan Lord, president from 1828-1863 said at 
the 100th Anniversary Celebration—‘‘For Christ 
the college was founded and has been administered. | 
To Christ all its influence in all time belongs.” 
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Samuel C. Bartlett, another president, said 
“Dartmouth College was conceived in the fervor 
of piety, born in the throe of a great missionary 
zeal, dedicated at birth to Christ, cradled the first 
year in a revival, and stands wedded to religion— 
until death.” 


At Dartmouth today only 8 religious courses are 
offered. None are compulsory. And in 1927, The 
Dartmouth—the student paper—reported: ‘‘Dart- 
mouth has always been considered a liberal college. 
On the religious question it is only to be expected 
that Dartmouth shows a large percentage of atheists 
and agnostics.”’ As far as I know this statement 
was never repudiated by the faculty or the trustees. 


In the great Baker Library at Dartmouth, there 
is a series of 14 murals that attempt to show the 
growth and development of civilization. The last 
of these panels is called “Modern Negation of the 
Spirit” and the official description published by 
the College reads, ‘“‘Here a militant Christ figure 
is shown, axe in hand, and his cross at his feet, 
symbolic of an aroused and aggressive spirituality. 
He stands against a great junk heap in which ap- 
pear the destroyed symbols of antiquated creeds 
and of the confessional forms of all religions.” 


This mural] pictures a hideous, glaring Christ— 
with a Satanic face—axe in his hand—and the 


cross chopped down and lying at his feet. It is a 
horrible sight. 


This is what 60 years of scepticism and unbelief 
has done for one of the great colleges of America 
—a college that a former president said, ‘“‘stood 
wedded to religion until death.” 


May God give us the wisdom to apply Paul’s 
test to the books we read and the sermons we 
hear—that any teaching that denies that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God—that strips Him of His 
supernatural wisdom and powers and reduces Him 
to the stature of a man (even the best man that 
ever lived)—is not of God. | 


May God give us strength to resist the increasing 
tendency to either deny the great doctrines upon 
which our faith is founded or to consider them 
non-essential. 


May God give us the courage and the will to 
tell others that Jesus Christ—our Lord and Saviour 
—was what He claimed to be, the Son of God, who 
came to this earth, suffered and died, on the cross, 
that He rose from the dead and sits today at the 
right hand of the Father in Heaven—and that it 
is only through believing in Him that we are saved 
from the consequences of our sins and hope to 
spend eternity with God. 


Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For July 7: The Law 
In Jesus’ Day 


Scripture: Exodus 20:3-17; Deut. 5:33; 6:3-9; 
Matt. 5:17-20; 22:37-39; Mark 10:17-22; Luke 
Devotional Reading: Psalm .119:9-16. 


As this lesson is somewhat introductory to the 
whole study for this quarter, let us take a short 
“Refresher Course’? on the subject of God’s law 
and its relation to the Gospel. 


First, Hodge. The law is taken to mean “that 
revelation of the will of God which is designed 
to bind the conscience and to regulate the conduct 
of men.” This law is revealed in the constitution 


of our nature, (Paul says of the heathen that they | 


are a law unto themselves), and “more fully and 
elearly in the written Word of God.’’ There are 
many different kinds of laws: (1) Some are found- 
ed on the nature of God, (2) some on the permanent 
relations of men in their present state (3) some 
on temporary relations, (4) some, like the cere- 
monial laws, on the explicit command of God. 
When these served their purpose they are done 
away - the laws of ritual and sacrifice. 


Second, the Catechism. We are told that the 
Seriptures principally teach what man is to believe 
concerning God, and what duty God requires of 
man. The first 38 questions deal with our belief 
in God and related subjects; the next 43 deal with 
our duty to God - obedience to His revealed will. 
That revealed will is found in the Moral Law, 
which is “summarily comprehended in the Ten 


Commandments.” Then follows a very fine dis- 
cussion of these commandments, what is required 
and what is forbidden. It would be well for us 
to refresh our minds by reading and meditating 
on these questions and answers. With this basis 
the Catechism proceeds to teach us of Sin, Faith, 
Repentance, and Salvation as revealed in the Gospel. 


Third, Paul, the inspired and matchless theolo- 
gian of the New Testament. Paul devotes a great 
deal of time and space to the discussion of the Law 
and its relation to the Gospel. In Romans and 
Galatians the great doctrine of Salvation through 
faith is clearly and logically set forth. The law 
was our schoolmaster to lead us to Christ.” Wey- 
mouth translates, ‘“‘So that the law has acted the 
part of a tutor-slave to lead us to Christ, in order 
that through faith we may be declared to be free 
from guilt.’ 


We are no longer “under the law” but the just 
shall live by faith. The Moral Law still remains, 
however, both to show us our need and drive us 
to Christ for salvation,, and as a rule and guide 
for Christian conduct. If we love Him we will 
keep His commandments, and His commandments 
are no longer grevious. We are not to “continue 
in sin that grace may abound.” We strive to keep 
them not as a means of salvation, but out of love 
for Him who saved us. 


May we now turn to our lesson: The Law In 
Jesus’ Day. | 


One verse in our Devotional Reading: ‘‘Thy Word 
have I hid in mine heart that I might not sin 
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against Thee.” Some one has said of this verse: 
“a good thing, in a good place, for a good purpose.”’ 
We might say,” the best Book, in the best place, 
for the best purpose—to keep us from sin.” 
Word, God’s Law, is Holy, Just, Good; it should 
be stored in the whole inner man, (the heart,) it 
keeps from sin, for it tells of the remedy for sin, 
- and it tells us how to live holy lives. 


Exodus 20:3-17: Summary of God’s Moral Law. 
The first two verses of this chapter give us the 
Preface to the Ten Commandments—the reason 
why we should keep them. The first four tell of 
our duty to God. The fifth is a sort of transition 
from God to. our fellow-men—it commands us 
to “honor thy father and mother” and is the only 
one “with promise” “that thy days may be long.” 
The last five reveal our duty to our neighbors. 


Deuteronomy 5:33; 6:3-9: Purpose of the Law- 
Life and Prosperity. In the first passage Israel is 
commanded to walk in all these ways in order that 
they may live and it might be well with them and 
that they might prolong their days in the land. 


The second passage repeats this purpose—‘‘well 
with thee—increase mightily.” 


In order that this purpose might be carried out 
they are (1) to love the Lord with all their heart 
and soul, and might, (2) treasure these words in 
their hearts, (3) teach them diligently to their 
children, (4) talk of them constantly, 
them upon hands and forehead, (6) write them 
upon the posts of their houses and upon their 
gates. The Jews took this literally and bound cer- 
tain parts of the law on their bodies and houses. 
We know, of course, that this command is to be 
applied spiritually. The Word of God _ should 
guide and control every part of our lives. 


Matthew 5:17: 
of the Law. “I am not come to destroy, but to 
fulfill.”’ 
It is a revelation of the character and will of God. 
It cannot be destroyed or changed. Many men 
would like to do away with the Moral Law just 
as many men would like to believe, ‘‘no God.” 


Christ fulfilled it in two ways: (1) He kept the 
law perfectly—the only One to do this since the 


Fall. (2) He made it full of meaning—filled it full . 


of deep spiritual significance. If we read the 
verses following this passage we will see how true 
this is. 


All the law will be fulfilled. We are not to 
neglect either to preach it or to keep it. The 
nearer we keep it the more Christ—like our lives 
will be for it is a holy law, and greater our reward 
shall be, for we are rewarded according to our 
works, and law means works. The more careless 
we are about teaching and keeping it, the less will 
be our reward. 


The Scribes and Pharisees stressed an external 
observance of the law. Our righteousness must 
be greater than theirs—we will have to be clothed 
in the perfect righteousness of Christ. Without 
that we cannot enter the kingdom of God. 


Matthew 22:37-39: The Heart of the Com- 
mandments—LOVE. Love is the fulfilling of the 
law. Love to God—love that reaches heart, soul, 
mind, strength—will enable us to keep the first 
table, and this same love to men will enable us to 


God’s 


Life. 


(5) bind 


The Permanence and Importance © 


The law of God is a permanent thing. — 


keep the second table. All the law and prophets 
hang on love. If our love was perfect, then we 
could perfectly keep the law. 


Mark 10:17-22: The Weakness of the Law. 
‘“‘Weak through the flesh.”’ The law is our school- 
master to bring us to Christ, that He may save us, 


Our Master puts His finger on the weakness of 
this young man, which happened to be his wealth 
—his idol. He had broken the first table of the 
law, for he had this idol in his heart; he had broken 
the second table, too, for he had not loved his 
—" to the extent of giving to him as he 
should. 


Two things we might learn: (1) Do not eall 
Christ “‘good”’ until we are willing to call Him 
“God,” for He claims equality with God—“Before 
Abraham was, I AM.” (2) Forsaking all we must 
follow Him. 


Luke 2:41-52: The Place of the Law in Jesus’ 
His knowledge of the law amazed the doctors 
of the law. The perfect law of God found a per- 
fect seed-bed in the human nature of Jesus Christ. 
It is no wonder that He increased in wisdom and 
stature and in favor with God and man. If our 
natures were perfect what a wonderful response 
we would give to this perfect law of God! 


Is the Law of God revealing to us our sin and 
driving us to Jesus Christ for salvation? Are we 
keeping it before us as a perfect standard of living? 


Lesson For July 14: —_— And 
Supreme Loyalty To God 


Scripture: Exodus 20:3-6; Joshua 24:16, 22-24; 
Matthew 4:8-10; 6:24 ;22 37-39; Luke 9:57-62; 
14:16-27. Devotional Reading: Isaiah 40:6-11. 


“Behold your God!” (Is. 40:9) Isaiah in this 
matchless chapter is trying to stress three things: 
(1) The frailty and littleness of man, (2) The 
glory and power of God, (3) The Grace of God, 
Who gives to man in his deep need. “He giveth 
power to the faint.””’ He gives for every need— 
for the impossible task; for the extraordinary task; 
for the ordinary, everyday work. (see Is. 40:29-31). 


It is easy to see how frail sinful man should 
have supreme loyalty to such a God. Jesus Christ, 


God in the flesh, the God-man, is stressing this | 


loyalty we must have to God, and to Him, the Son 
of God. He demands of his diciples the same 
loyalty that the law demanded of Israel. Let us 
never forget that loyalty to God means loyalty to 
Jesus Christ, and the same worship and honor. To 
say we honor God and dishonor the Son is disloyalty 
of the rankest kind. Many who call themselves 
Christians are guilty of this sort of treason. The 
Unitarian is a traitor to Christ, and therefore a 
traitor to God. May we beware of “the leaven of 
the Sadducees!”’ | 


Our Scripture is found in both Old and New 
Testament: 


Exodus 20:3-6: The First and Second Com- 
mandment. This has to do with two forms of 
idolatry: (1) The idolatry of having “another god” 
—of putting some other god before the Living and 
True God, (2) the idolatry of those who try to 
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worship the True God through an image or like- 
ness—to make an image of the invisible God, our 
Spiritual God. This latter seems to be the kind 
that Israel practiced at Mt. Sinai when they made 
the golden calf, and said ‘“‘these be thy gods, O 
Israel.”” Both sorts are found in the Roman 
Catholic church. ‘“‘Mariolatry’” and ‘‘Pope-olatry,”’ 
are idolatry of the first kind; the introduction of 
images, pictures, crucifixes, relics is idolatry of 
the second sort. The disgusting scene recently 
enacted at Rome when 31 men prostrated them- 
selves before a fellow-man and kissed his slipper 
was idolatry of the grossest type. 


Joshua 24:16, 22-24: A Warning and Exhor- 
tation. Here we have a sample of the earnest way 
in which both Moses and Joshua warned and ex- 
horted Israel to keep themselves from idolatry. 
They, and later the prophets, entreated God’s people 
to put away “strange gods,” and, as in this case, 
the people most solemnly promised by covenant 
agreement to do so—to be definitely and forever 
loyal to their God. The people said, ‘‘we will serve 
the Lord,’’ but the sad truth has to be confessed 
that they soon turned to Baal and Asteroth. Why 
should a whole church follow the example of apo- 
state Israel and become an apostate Church? The 
devil has many ways of working harm to God’s 


people, and this is one of his best and most fre- 


quently used methods. 


Matthew 4:8-10; 6:24; 22:37-39: Christ, as 
Man, is Loyal to God, the Father. Our Savior was 
tempted in all points like as we are tempted. As 
a Man He met and conquered temptation. This 
particular one was the temptation to be disloyal 
to His Father—to choose Satan as master instead 
of God, and the easy way instead of the hard “way 
of the cross.”? Satan promised Him all the king- 
doms of the world if He would “sell out” to him. 
We know how nobly and clearly He met the sugges- 
tion—‘Get thee behind Me Satan—thou shalt wor- 
ship the Lord thy God ane Him only shalt thou 
serve.’ 


He expressed the same thought in Matthew 6:24: 
“No man can serve two masters—Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon”—“‘God and gold.” | 


He expressed it later in Gethsemane: “Not my 
will, but thine—be done.”’ 


Loyalty means LOVE. (Matt. 22:37-39). We 
cannot be supremely loyal unless we love Him 
with ALL our heart and soul and mind. Such 
love excludes any half-hearted allegiance. ‘‘When 
I came to America, I CAME ALL,” said an 
immigrant once. When we came to God, to God' 
through Christ, our Mediator, did-we ‘‘come all?” 
Does our love for God so possess our souls that 
loyalty, supreme loyalty, is natural for us? Love 
guarantees loyalty: this is true of country; it is 
equally true of God. 


Luke 9:57-62; 14:16-27: Christ, as God, De- 
mands Loyalty to Himself. In these passages we 
find our Savior, in the most natural way, demand- 
ing the same loyalty for Himself that He and the 
Scriptures demand for God. These would be truly 
terrible passages, if He were only a man. Try to 
imagine what we would think of a mere man de- 
manding the sort of allegiance and loyalty that 
He demands in the verses before us! Our souls 
would revolt at the egotism and selfishness and 
assumption of such a man. It is only because He 


is the Son of God as well as Son of Man that He 
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can make these tremendous demands of all who 
follow Him. 


He demands Sacrifice. (vs. 58). We must be 
willing to be as He was—without home, if necessary. 
He demands INSTANT obedience, not even the 
delay of “burying a father.”” He demands no 
“looking back,” but a forsaking of all for His 
service. 


When we turn to the second passage the issue 
is still more clear-cut definite, imperative. 


A great supper is made. He bids men come. 
If those first bidden do not come, then He galls 
others. His house must be filled with guests. Go 
out and compel men to come in to the feast. No 
— is acceptable. The invitation is also a com- 
man 


J udgment awaits those who reject His invitation. 
None of those bidden shall taste of my supper. 
Such Judgment is the prerogative of God. (Com- 
pare the judgment scene in the 25th chapter of 
Matthew, verses 31-46). It is indeed a terrible 
thing to be disloyal] to Christ, for He is God, and © 
He ‘is Judge. 


The following verses form the climax. Our love 
and loyalty to home and kindred; to father, mother, 
wife, children, brothers, sisters, even our very life, 
is hatred and disloyalty compared to our attitude 
toward Christ. No other gods before Him—not 
even those dearest to us in the home. He, as God, 
cannot, and will not take second place. His place 
is on the Throne of the heart, as it will be some 
day in the world. This comparison is the more 
amazing because these are not bad things, but the 
best things we have; not indifferent things, but 


‘the very ones we are taught by instinct and by the 


Bible, to love most. We are commanded to honor 


father and mother, love them and our children, 


love and preserve our lives, even love our enemies. 
But our love to these finest relationships are to be 
“hatred”? when compared to our love and loyalty to 
Christ. Surely, these words would be blasphemy 


on the lips of anyone but the Son of God—our Lord 
and our God. 


We must bear our cross and come after Him. 
No voice but the voice of God could make such 
a statement and not seem either ridiculous or 
blasphemous. Supreme loyalty to God means loyal- 
ty to ALL THREE Persons in the Godhead—to 
Father, Son, Holy Spirit. Disloyalty to One, is 
disloyalty to ALL. The Lord our God is ONE 
Lord—Father, Son, Spirit. We owe alleviance to 
the Triune God. We are NOT Unitarians. Let 
us beware of their seductive leaven. It has corupt- 
ed and killed a large section of the Protestant 
Church. Is there not danger here in our own 
Southern Church? 
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Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Young People’s Emphasis 


For July 


LEARNING 
Introduction For The Month 


Life would never be much fun for a baby if the 
baby never learned to eat, and talk, and walk, and 
play. And life continues to be fun as long as we 
learn new things and life begins to grow dull when 
we cease to learn. 


The Christian life is no different than the life of 


a growing child. The Christian life is great fun as . 


long as we are continually learning new things 
spiritually, and the reason the Christian life is dull 
and trying to many young folks is that they are not 
learning any new thing spiritually day by day. To 
live Christ is to grow and to learn. 


If learning be our goal we can never come to the 
end of our learning if we are occupied with Christ. 
He is the beginning and the ending of all learning, 
He is the Truth; in Him are hid all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge. Since this Christ lives 
in the heart of every one of us who believes in Him 
there is no end to what we can learn about our 
own Christian experience. 


Our emphasis for this month is “Learning.” 
Our Vesper topics should lead us to learn some new 
things about our position in Christ’s army, our 
privileges as Christians, the kind of life we ought 
to live, and the way we ought to use Sunday, the 
Lord’s Day. 


J b cad 7: Marching Behind An Idea 


Introduction 


Our country has become great through the years 
because the people who built our country were 
marching behind an idea—the idea that all men 
are created with certain equal rights that the 
country must guarantee. 


Nazi Germany became strong because all her 
people were marching behind the idea that their 
race was the master race and all the world must 
come to serve them. 


Our country is still ~reat today because God will 
back the effort of any country to give equal rights 
to all men, and Nazi Germany lies prostrate in de- 
feat because God will not back the effort of any 
race or people to dominate and exploit another 
people. If our country is to remain great it can 
only remain so as our people increasingly put into 
the life of our country those enduring qualities of 
character that God will back with His own purpose 
and power. 


The evils that will wreck the foundations of 
America are abroad in the land, and if we as Chris- 
tains are going to do our part to make our country 
endure we must march whole heartedly behind 
another idea. We must march behind the idea 
that is expressed in the words of the hymn: 


Onward Christian 
Marching as to war, 
With the cross of Jesus 
Going on before: 
Christ the royal Master 
Leads against the foe; 
Forward into battle, 
See His banners go. 


And the idea is stated in such passages of Scrip- 
ture as the following: Hebrews 2:10; 2 Timothy 2 :3- 
4; Ephesians 6:10-17. 


Suggestions 


Every one of us who has believed on the Lord 
Jesus Christ for our salvation has enlisted in the 
Army of the Lord. Christ is the Captain of our 
salvation, and we have a battle against evil to be 
fought that can only be won as we follow the grand 
strategy and the specific commands of our Captain. 
If we are to “endure hardness as a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ” let us keep in mind the following 
things that are true of a soldier: 


(1) A soldier has a war to win—we have a war 
to win against sin. 


(2) A soldier leaves his own private life to enter 
training—-we must leave what we want to do re- 
gularly to gather for study and to go forth in 
service. 


(3) A soldier is under strict discipline—we are 
diciplined by the Lord to harden us and teach us 
what we ought to do. 


(4) A soldier is obedient to his officers—we 


must obey immediately and without question all 


that the Lord tells us to do. 


(5) A soldier has his equipment provided—we 
have our equipment provided—read Eph. 6:10-17. 


(6) A soldier has all his personal needs taken 
care of—food, clothing, shelter, medical care— 
we have the over-all promise that God will supply 
our every need according to His riches in Christ. 
If we seek first the Kingdom all things will be 
taken care of. (Phil. 4:19; Matt. 6:33.) 


(7) A soldier’s first concern is winning the war 
—we must make the will of Christ and the coming 
of the Kingdom supreme in our concern and not 
do anything that would hinder that purpose and 


do everything that will further it. 


Strange as it may seem the church can make it’s 
best contribution to the life of our country when 
it is least concerned with the secular affairs of the 
country and most concerned with the real job of 
building Christian character. Let some one show in 
a talk, or by leading a discussion how we can best 
be good soldiers of Jesus Christ. 


_ July 14: On Double-crossing Myself 
Introduction 


I used to have an English teacher in the prep 
school that I attended who often spoke of how 
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much the fathers of the boys were spending to 
send us to the school, then he would say, “And 
most of you are like a country boy from down 
my way. He went into a good store, paid seventy- 
five dollars to the cashier for a fine suit of clothes, 
and then ran out the back door with a pair of over- 
alls when the clerk was not looking.’”’ Too often we 
“bili young people are just like that country 
oy. 


In the Roman Catholic branch of the church the 
priests keep close tab on all the members, and 
unless you have fulfilled the laws of the church 


you can not join the church, partake of communion, 


or enjoy any of its benefits. We in the Protestant 
church do not watch that closely over whether our 
people go through certain forms and ceremonies: 
This is not because we are not as earnest as others, 
but it is because we believe that every man must 
examine his own heart and life in the light of the 
Word of God and must believe and act as his 
conscience leads him to. 


But there is where the rub comes. All too many 
people believe and act as their consciences dictate, 


but they never study the Word of God nor consult | 


the techings of the church to be sure that their 
mind and conscience are acting according to truth. 


Many never earnestly examine themselves, but 


think that they are all right and that their ideas 


about religion are correct simply because they are _ 


on a church roll. Are we not in danger of double- 
crossing ourselves when we presume like this? 
The church has provided us with the Word of God 
and with rich, Christian fellowship; are we not 
running out the back door with a pair of overalls 
when we should - clothed in the richest that God 
provides? 


Scripture Lesson 


Let’s read the following passages of Scripture, 


remembering that satel are the commands of God 


to us: 
1, Examine yourselves: 2 Corinthians 13:5. 


2. Make your calling and election sure: 2 Peter 


1: 5-10. 


3. Prove all things: 1 Thessalonians 5:21. 


Suggestions 


Let us obey the command of the Lord and exa- 
mine ourselves. The following is a good examina- 
tion table. 


1. Why we must examine ourselves: (a) We. 
are so easily deceived: Jer. 17:9; 2 Cor. 4:4; (b) 
We take so much for granted about our condition: 
Lk. 3:6-8: (c) We so quickly fall into a rut: 2 
Peter 3:4; Rev. 2:1-3. 


2. How we must examine ourselves: (a) By 
Scriptural tests: Isa. 8:20; Heb. 4:12; (b) By 
means of the Holy Spirit: Psalm 139:23- 24; (c) 
By practical tests that all can see: Matt. 7:18-20.- 


3. What we must look for when we examine our- 
selves: Christ said that every one of us must be 
born again: John 3:1-7. Those who truly believe 
in Jesus Christ are born again: 1 John 5:1. First 
John was written to show us how to know that we 
have been born again: 1 John 5:12-13. 


Here are the things that prove we have been: 
(a) The world no longer accepts us as it once did: 
1 John 3:1; (b) We no longer continue in known 
and wilful sin: 1 John 3:9-10; (c) We have a 
real, practical love for other Christians: 1 John 
3:14; (d) We love bod and seek to keep His 
command: 1 John 5:2; (e) We are becoming 
stronger and more able to overcome: 1 John 5:4-5. 


The leader of this program should plan the 
activities of the evening in the best possible way 
for each one to search his own heart. After proper 
hymns, Scripture lesson and prayer the leader 


might have the group bow their heads and then 


read each of the above Scripture passages in the 
examination table, pausing between each one for 
a moment that each might search his or her own 
heart. 
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General Church News 


REV. MELTON CLARK, D.D. 


On May 2nd, Dr. Melton Clark passed quietly 
away in his beautiful home overlooking the St. 
John’s River in Jacksonville, Florida, after forty- 
eight years of fine service as a minister of the 
Gospel. Dr. Clark held degrees from the University 
of South Carolina, Columbia Theological Seminary 
and Davidson College. He served as pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Florence, 8S. C., the 
First Church of Greensboro, N. C., the Second 
Church of Charleston, S. C., the First Church of 
Anniston, Alabama and was greatly beloved by 
each congregation. He was closely connected 
with Columbia Seminary as_ student, fellow in 
Hebrew, Professor, acting President, and member 
of the Board of Directors. 


Dr. Clark is survived by his widow, Mrs. Sara 


Broome Clark. From his former marriage to Mary . 


Charlotte Woodrow four children survive: Wash- 
ington A., James Woodrow, Felie W., and Marion 
Woodrow. 


Dr. Clark will be long remembered as a widely 
cultured Christian gentleman, a vigorous preacher 
of the Gospel, a courageous Presbyter, a witness 
who testified to the Bible as the fully inspired and 
completly trustworthy Word of God. Like the 
Apostle, he fought a good fight, he finished his 
course with a victor’s stride, he kept the faith. 


Readers of the Southern Presbyterian Journal 
remember Dr. Clark for his recent articles on the 
T. V. Soong Family, the Ruling Elder the Presby- 
ter of Scripture, and Experiences in Soul-Winning. 
In this last article, which appears in pamphlet 
form, Dr. Clark carefully gives all the glory of 
converting sinners to God—to His Holy Word and 
to His gracious Spirit. —Wm. C. R. - 


COLLEGIATE HOME 
MONTREAT, N. C. 


The Board of Managers of Collegiate Home is 
happy to announce that the home will be ready for 
occupancy by July lst. 


This project is the vacation home of the children 
of Foreign Missionaries. It was sponsored, built 
and equipped by Montreat Woman’s Club for the 
perpetual use of the missionaries for their children. 


Last year the home was closed because of ex- 
tensive repairs and redecorations. These were 
made possible by gifts from the Executive Com- 
mittee of Foreign Missions and from Mrs. Holbert 
Jones, Laurinburg, N. C., a daughter of Dr. Harry 
Munro, a missionary to Japan. Mrs. Jones has 
given unstintedly of her time, and money to this 
project, but. owing to prevailing conditions, the 
appropriations do not cover all expenses. There- 
fore, any gifts, large or small, will be gratefully 
received. 


All Collegiates, eligible for residence, are re- 
quested to send in their registration at an early 
date to Mrs. Frank Wardlaw, Chairman Board of 
Managers, Montreat, N. C. 


AN ANNUITY 


That Guarantees You A Regular Fixed Income 
For Life—Then Helps Perpetuate The Work O} 
Your Own Church In Foreign Missions 


Through the Annuity Gift plan of the Executive © 


Committee of Foreign Missions, it is possible to 
buy an annuity ... for yourself, for another, or 
jointly—guaranteeing an attractive, fixed income 
for life ... AND at the same time make a gift of 
the principal to Foreign Missions. 


Your annuity check will come to you semi-annually 
as long. as you live. If you so desire, you may ar- 
range to have it continue coming to another should 
they survive you. The annuity rate is liberal com- 
pared with interest rates today, and your money is 
safely invested in your behalf. 


Equally important, your money will help carry on 
the work of Foreign Missions through the Execu- 
tive Committee, sending missionaries to distant 
— and paying the necessary expenses of their 
wor 


We will be glad to oon you copies of our free 
booklets telling about this plan of Annuity Gifts 
in detail. Write for them today. 


Curry B. Hearn . Treasurer 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN 
MISSIONS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 

THE UNITED STATES 


P.O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 


j 
De 
worl¢ 
from 
tact 
of V 
ed the 
of th 
Th 
Er gan 
Fran 
Lore" ae liam 
grad 
| rial 
Fy gn’ 
Prea 
celvi 
E. 
ship, 
won 
at C 
feat 
one 
sors. 
A 
of 
retiz 
depa 
plete 
of t 
teac 
addi 
Ass 
Mon 
paid 
Mo 
and 
Alu 
bou 
tion 
It v 


1946 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


LOUISVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
COMMENCEMENT 


Declarin~ Christanity to be a challenge to the 
world and calling for fresh voices of authority 
fom the pulpit to bring the world back into con- 
‘act With God, Dr. Frane L. McCluer, president 
of Westminister College, Fulton, Missouri, deliver- 
od the commencement address to the 1946 graduates 
af the Louisville Presbyterian Seminery. 


The Ninety-third Commencement activities be- 
can on Sunday night, May 12, when President 
Frank H. Caldwell preached the baccalaureate 
sermon to the twenty members of the graduating 


class. 


Alumni from seven states attended the Alumni 
Luncheon on Wednesday and heard the Rev. Wil- 
liam Crowe, D.D. speak on the subject ‘“‘Ancient 
Prophet, Modern Preacher.’ Dr. Crowe, distinguish- 
ed pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Talla- 
dega, Alabama, is one of the oldest living alumni of 
the seminary, graduating in the class of 1896. 


At the Graduation Exercises President Caldwell 
announced that the winners of $500 fellowships for 
eraduate study were Thomas Chalmers Henderson, 
recipient of the James Kennedy Patterson Memo- 
rial Fellowship in Old Testament, and John Mar- 
shall Guthrie, recipient of the Walter Kennedy 


Patterson Fellowship in New Testament. Winner . 


of the first prize in the Grafton Trophy Practical 
Preaching Contest was Joseph Lux Hunter, and 
second was Harold Marion Parker. William H. 
Poore won the junior prize for scholarshi~ re- 
ceiving the memorial award in the name of Elder 
k. Ly Bell, Old Stone Presbyterian Church, Lewis- 
burg, West Virginia. The middler prize for scholar- 
ship, given annually by Dr. Charles W. Welch, was 
won by Edward Lewis Tullis. 


Columbia Seminary 
Commencement 


The Commencement season which was observed 
at Columbia Theological Seminary May 19-20 was 
featured by announcement of the retirement of 
one professor and by election of two new profes- 
sors. 


At his own request, Dr. J. B. Green, Professor 
of Systematic Theology and of Homiletics, was 
retired by the Board of Directors from work in the 
department of Theology, after having com- 
pleted twenty-five years of service as a professor 
of the seminary. He was requested to continue 
teaching in the department of Homiletics for one 
additional year and has indicated his willingness 
to do so. Dr. Green was honored by the Alumni 
Association of the seminary in its meeting on 
Monday, May 20, and among special speakers -who 
paid tribute to him at that time were Dr. Alton 
Glasure of Marietta, Ga., Dr. Ansley C. Moore of 
Mobile, Ala., Rev. Donald B. Bailey of Atlanta, Ga., 
and Dr. Wallace M. Alston of Atlanta, Ga. Dr. E. 
T. Wilson of Atlanta, Ga., as President of the 
Alumni Association, presented Dr. Green with a 
bound volume of more than 150 letters of apprecia- 
tion which had been written by his former students. 
It was also announced that at the request of the 
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Alumni Association the Board of Directors of the 
seminary had approved the endowment of the Chair 
of Systematic Theology in honor of Dr. Green, and 
had set aside $96,000 which was available for the 
purpose to constitute this endowment. It is ex- 
pected that the Alumni Association will increase 


this to $100,000 or more in the early future. 


Dr. J. McDowell Richards, President of the 
seminary, announced for the Board its election of 
Dr. Felix B. Gear, pastor of the Second Presby- 


-terian Church of Memphis, Tenn., to succeed Dr. 


Green as Professor of Systematic Theology, and 
Rev. Cecil Thompson, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Valdosta, Ga., to head up a new 
department of Evangelism, Country Church Work, 
and Field Supervision. Dr. Gear has the call of the 
Board under consideration at present but has not 
announced his decision concerning it. Mr. Thomp- 
son has accepted the post to which he has been 
called and will begin his active connection with the 
seminary on September 1. 


At the graduation exercises on Monday evening, 
Dr. Ansley C. Moore, pastor of the Government 
Street Presbyterian Church of Mobile, Ala., spoke 
on ‘‘Men the Minister Meets.’’ Dr. Wm. V. Gardner, 
Chairman of the Board of Directors, awarded cer- 
tificates and degrees to the following members of 
the graduating class: 


Certifies 
Charles Holliday Brown, Greenville, S. C.; John 


Love Fain, Jr., Tallahassee, Fla.; Olin Marsh Whit 
ner, Monroe, N. C. 


Bachelor Of Divinity 


William Woodrow Bagby, Jackson, Miss. (Cum 
laude); Edwin Charles Brasington, Bennettsville, 
S. C.; Richard August Braun, Syracuse, N. Y.; 
Wilds Scott DuBose, Jr., Avondale Estates, Ga.; 
Robert Miller Hart, Talladege, Ala.; Wade Pric- 
hard Huie, Jr., Elberton, Ga. (Magna cum laude); 
Samuel Timothy Lipsey, Jr., Savannah, Ga.; John 
Dwight Mysewander, Wabash, Ind.; Frank Brad- 
ford O’Leary, Jr., New Orleans, La.; Lyle Warren 
Petterson, Carney, Mich.; James Clyde Plexico, Jr., 
Asheville, N. C.; Robert Baskett Porter, Jr., Pensa- 
cola, Fla.; Jack Pendleton Powell, Texarkana, Tex.; 
Richard Palmer Robertson, Houston, Tex.; James 
McConkey Robinson, Decatur, Ga. (Maena cum 
laude); Robert Guann Schwanebeck, Savannah, 
Ga.; Warren Fred Thuston, Fort Smith, Ark. 


The Wilds Book Prize, which is awarded each 
year to the first honor man in the graduating 
class, was won by Mr. James McConkey Robinson 
of Decatur, Ga. The R. A. Dunn awards for the 
best papers in defense of the Deity of Christ were 
awarded Mr. James Clyde Plexico, Jr. of Asheville, 
N. C. of the Senior Class, and to Mr. George 
Andrew Anderson of Farmville, Va. of the Middle 


Class. 


The officers elected by the Alumni Association 
to serve during the coming year are Rev. John E. 
Richards, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Columbus, Ga., President, Rev. Bonneau H. Dick- 
son, pastor of the Rock Springs Presbyterian . 
Church, Atlanta, Ga., Vice President, and Rev. 
Chester F. Monk, pastor of the Capitol View Pres- 
byterian Church, Atlanta, Ga., Secretary and Trea- 
surer. 
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Summer Work At Assembly's 
Training School 


Announcement has been made by Dr. Henry Du- 
Bose, President, General Assembly’s Training 
School for Lay Workers, Richmond, Virginia, that 
the Summer Session will be held July 2—August 
14, 1946: the first term, July 2-30; the second 
term, July 31—August 14. This session has been 
planned for Church workers and Bible teachers. 
The purpose of the Summer School is to provide 
refresher courses for Church workers and teachers 
of Bible, concentration courses for graduate stu- 
dents, and a brief period of training and spiritual 
enrichment for volunteer workers who cannot leave 
their homes or work for a longer term of study. 


Each term is complete in itself, making it possible 
for a person to come for either one or both terms. 
The July Term will provide a balanced curriclum 
for either Church workers or Bible teachers, of- 
fering a variety of content and method courses 
from which the student may choose. The August 
Term provided fewer courses and ealls for intensive 
concentration. At the same time, the School of 
Church Music will be held; because of that, en- 
rollment for that second term will be limited, and 
it is suggested that registrations for the August 
Term be made as early as possible. 


Among the courses to be given in the July 
Term are: Mark—a book study; Isaiah—great 
lessons from the first thirty-nine chapters; Survey 
of the Old Testament; Methods of Teaching Bible 
in Public Schools. In the August Term four courses 
are offered; Matthew, with emphasis on method of 
study, being the Bible course offered. 


The Summer School of Church Music will help 
organists and directors of choirs improve their 
work during the following year. A distinguished 
faculty of national fame will give practical in- 
struction in how to organize and direct volunteer 
choirs especiallv in smaller churches, how to im- 
prove congregational singing and organ playing. 
In addition to the work, historic Richmond offers 
much, and with colonial Williamsburg near-by, one 
may enjoy a vacation combining work and pleasure. 
There will be the added stimulus of informal 
fellowship with other church workers, musicians, 
teachers. 


Complete information regarding expenses, pro- 
vision in dormitory, registration, etc. may be se- 
cured by writing General Assembly’s Training 
School, 3400 Brook Road, Richmond 22, Virginia. 
To those who can schedule the time for study, 
A.T.S. Summer School offers rich opportunities 
to prepare for even better service through the 
Church. 


BOOK REVIEWS | 


JUDSON KEYSTONE PRIMARY 
DEPARTMENT MANUAL 


Prepared by Hazel A. Lewis and Margaret M. 
Clemens. Published by the Judson Press, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. Price 75c. 


The “Judson Keystone Primary Manual’ is a 
booklet of 98 pages containing helpful plans and 
suggestions for organizing and conducting a pri- 


and to follow the Christ-like way of living.” Sug, 


mary Sunday School Department. The autho 
state that their chief objective for the Christiay 
education of primary children is: “‘To lead every 
pupil to have fellowship with God through an g&. 
ceptance of Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, 


topics as the relationship of primary children 4 
God, the primary child’s relationship to Jesus, his 
appreciation of the Bible, his individual Christiay 
life, his relationship to others and to his church 
are considered in this booklet. 


Although the Judson Keystone courses of study 
which are surveyed in this manual are used pr. 
marily in Baptist churches, primary superinten. 
dents and teachers who are using other materials 
will find this book helpful. —Clifford Smith. 


THE WESTMINSTER 
THEOLOGICAL JOURNAL 


Vol. VIII, No. 2. May, 1946. Published by West. 
minster Theological Seminary, Chestnut Hill, Phil. 
adelphia 18, Pa. $1.00 a year. 255 pages. 


Readers of this paper should know of the pub- 
lication, The Westminster Theological Journal. 
Ministers in particular should know about it, es 
pecially those who have a decided interest in Cal- 
vinism, for this journal is vigorously devoted to 
that system of doctrine. The journal is published 
semi-annually for the Faculty of Westminster 
Theological Seminary by Professors Paul Woolley 
and John Murray. The volume is attractively 
printed. Its articles are of permanent value an 
interest. 


The current issue contains three articles. Of 
these the first is a Reformed: treatment of the 
subject, “Justice in the Social Order,’’ by William 
Matheson, Chesley, Ontario. Another is a histor- 
ical study by Leslie Sloat, of the University of 
Chicago, entitled “Jonathan Dickinson and _ the 
Problem of Synodical Authority.” The third article 
is one of a series on the doctrine of Common 
Grace, a matter of considerable interest in some 
Reformed Churches today. The author, Dr. Cor- 
nelius Van Til, is eminently qualified to discuss 
the subject. 


The volume also contains a number of critical 
reviews. They are of sufficient length to be of 
considerable value to the reader. The reviews alone 
are worth more than the dollar a year. 


—Adrian De Young. 


A Bible Story Book Free To Teachers 
Of Very Small Children 


A Christian friend has offered to send free to 
teachers of Kindergarten or Beginner age children 
a copy of that old but ever fine book, “First Steps 
for Little Feet in Gospel Paths,’’ by Charles Foster, 
who is the author also of “The Story of the Bible” 
which is a loved book in many homes. The giving 
of “First Steps’ is our Christian friend’s special 
means of helping to sow the seeds of God’s Word in 
in the hearts of little ones. If you are a teacher 
of small children in Sunday School, Kindergarten, 
or Vacation Bible School you are offered a free 
copy. Address requests to The Gospel Distributors. 
P. O. Box C, Raeford, N. C. 
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF SILENCE 


By Leslie D. Weatherhead. Abingdon-Cokesbury 
ress, Nashville, Tenn. 230 pages. $2.00. 


This is a collection of. twenty-two war-time ser- 
nons delivered at the City Temple, -London, by 
ne distinguished preacher, Leslie -D, Wéatherhead. 


The sermons are largely autobiographical in 
character. They proceed from the everyday experi- 
ence of their author. One will look in vain for a 
grmon that expounds a portion of Scripture and 
-Mipplies it to life. That sort of sermon is dreadfully 
laterialsiMnre these days. That may be because preachers 
mith, fio not put much stock in the inspiration of the 
yry words of Scripture. Weatherhead can select 
,text from the Bible and from the secular poets 
‘who did not live in time to have their rds in- 
duded in the Bible.” For him ‘the insp#ation of 


the inspiration of religious poets and ‘prophets of 
ter periods.’”? The fact is, however, that God has 
goken. The preacher must say, not what he has 
karned from his experience, colorful though that 
my be, but what God has said. People ought to 
karn to test preaching by that principle. 


Weatherhead has many friends in American 
wipits. But many of us prefer a preacher of the 
ioctrines of grace. We prefer one for whom the 
words, “I believe in ... the resurrection of the 
dy,’ mean more than simply ‘“‘the survival of 
personality after death.” We prefer a preacher 
who thinks that Paul and other biblical figures 
wre right in their expectation of the actual re- 
tun of Jesus Christ. —Adrian De Young. 
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Of 
the 
fein VOICE OF THE PASSION 

ity of ff By O. P. Kretzmann & A. C. Oldsen. Published 
d the My Ernst, Kaufmann, Inc., 7-11 Spruce Street, New 
irticle York, N. Y. Price, $1.50. : 


pees The Lenten and Easter Meditations by the Presi- 


Cor- gent of Valparaiso University and the Pastor of 
iscuss ite Immanuel Lutheran Church of Valparaiso pos- 
esses qualities of true greatness. They spring from 
= the convictions that a minister of the gospel is to 
‘itical Bite primarily a preacher of the Word. Defining the 
e Of Bfunction of the Christian minister, President Kretz- 
alone mann writes, “We have not been placed in the 
world to do a thousand different tasks, to build 
ng. ganizations, or be good fellows. Our task is sim- 
ie —— and magnificent. It is to preach the 

or 


This book consists of nine character studies, and 
even meditations on the seven words from the 
(ross. 


— Each meditation is fresh and presented in an 
Be ttractive manner. Each character of the passion 
robe drama stands before the congregation and relates 
ster. W'S Own story of the Christ. Saint Paul delivers 
Si) Bis message on Easter morning. Of all of the sev- 


ou g tral million Christian preachers the author believes 
ial that the Apostle Paul is best qualified to preach 
din gu Easter sermon. The author feels that it is per- 
cher @USSible to imagine what the Apostle Paul would 
ton ay to an Easter audience if he were to preach in 
Raia the style of a modern Christian minister. Among 
pr ther things he has the Apostle to say, “You have 


made Easter practically a national holidav of 
vhich all take part, Christians and Pagans. Were 
[to attend only an Easter Service I would be im- 


the Bible is not essentially different ingXind from | 


The BOOK OF ANY MONTH 


Make Yours 
MARRIAGE 


Dr. O. A. GEISEMAN 


If you are planning to be married, or have been 
married only recently, you'll want to read this 
book. A frank heart-to-heart talk with young 
couples concerning the problems of marriage. 


The physical, social, cultural, and intellectual ad- 
justments which confront all newlyweds—dis- 
cussed with a simple straightforwardness which 
will win your confidence and will help you avoid 
many a pitfall. Here is a blueprint of marital hap- 
piness. Should be read by every young couple. 
Excellent as an engagement or wedding gift. 


8¢ Pages ... $1.00 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
SAINT LOUIS 18, MISSOURI 


HEADQUARTERS 
for RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 
CHOIR GOWNS + VESTMENTS 
PULPIT ROBES - HANGINGS 
STOLES + EMBROIDERIES Etc. 


CATALOG ON REQUEST 


ational 


measureably thrilled by the number of worship- 
pers but your enthusiasm is so momentary. One 
of your preachers has called Easter, ‘America’s 
Annual Religious Spasm.’ The Sunday after Eas- 
ter you have appropriately named ‘low Sunday’.” 
This message is a masterpiece. It is worth more 
than the price of the book. 


The careful reading of these messages should 


_ warm any Christian’s heart and lift any preacher’s 


homiletical standards to a higher level. 
—John R. Richardson. 
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